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"Ethicals"  Prices 

T.U.C.  WANTS  "SAINSBURY"  CONTROLS 

IE  secretary  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  (Mr.  George  Woodcock) 
written  to  the  Minister  of  HeaUh  criticising  the  Government's 
cision  not  to  implement  the  Sainsbury  Committee's  proposals  on 
cing  arrangements  with  the  pharmaceutical  industry, 
he  Public  Accounts  Committee  re- 
established devices.  Household  remedies 
were  effective  in  the  treatment  of  mild 
cases  and  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
had  helped  in  the  past  few  decades  by 
providing  cheap  medicines  of  high 
quality  and  low  risk.  But  there  were 
still  large  areas  where  there  was  no 
effective  treatment  against  viruses  and 
fungi,  both  of  which  attack  the  lungs. 

Development  Areas 

BOARD  OF  TRADE'S  ASSISTANCE 

TOTAL  assistance  offered  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  the  Development  Areas 
under  the  Local  Employment  Acts 
amounted  to  over  £46  million  for 
nearly  1,700  projects  during  the  year 
ended  March  31.  That  emerged  from 
the  Board's  eighth  annual  report  on  the 
Local  Employment  Acts  1960-66  (H.M. 


t  (C.  &  D.,  August  17,  p.  138)  criti- 
d,  he  points  out,  certain  aspects  of 
voluntary  price  regulation  scheme. 
General  Council  were  aware  that 
tain  manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical 
ialities  had  unilaterally  reduced  their 
ces,  but  those  reductions,  while  com- 
adable,  were  limited.  The  Council 
eved  that  the  Sainsbury  Committee 
posals  would  secure  effective  con- 
of  the  industry's  prices  and  avoid 
need  to  rely  on  unilateral  decisions 
the  drug  companies.  Another  attack 
the  Government's  rejection  of  the 
nsbury  Committee's  proposals  is 
led  for  discussion  at  the  T.U.C. 
agress  in  Blackpool  in  September. 
Chemical  Workers'  Union  is  put- 
it  forward  as  well  as  another 
tion  recommending  nationalisation 
the  pharmaceutical  industry. 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

INDUSTRY-SPONSORED  FORUM 

E  fact  that  chronic  bronchitis  is 
orded  as  the  cause  of  death  much 
re  frequently  in  Great  Britain  than 
any  other  country  remains  ''remark- 
e  and  incompletely  explained," 
)fessor  J.  G.  Scadding  (Institue  of 
ieases  of  the  Chest,  Brompton  Hos- 
il,  London)  said  when  he  opened  a 
)lic  forum  on  the  disease  in  Harro- 
e  on  August  17.  Other  participants 
the  forum,  which  was  sponsored  by 
Association  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ttical  Industry,  included  Professor  A. 
nple  (medical  officer  of  health, 
'erpool)  and  Dr.  E.  M.  Glaser 
search  director,  Riker  Laboratories, 
I).  Professor  Scadding  maintained 
t,  although  treatment  is  still  unsatis- 
tory,  "there  is  good  reason  to 
ieve  that,  if  cigarette-smoking 
sed  and  air  pollution  everywhere 
re  controlled,  the  incidence  of  chronic 
rachitis  would  diminish  greatly,  per- 
K  even  to  vanishing  point."  Dr. 
iser  described  advances  in  therapy 
1  new  products  such  as  the  aerosol 
aler  mask.  Relief,  he  said,  could  be 
ained  with  just  two  "puffs"  com- 
ed  with  up  to  thirty  "puffs"  with 


Stationery  Office,  price  2s.  3d.).  Over 
one-third  (£17-6  m.)  of  all  assistance 
was  for  projects  in  the  Scottish  De- 
velopment Area,  and  over  one  quarter 
(£12-8  m.)  for  projects  in  the  Northern 
Development  Area  of  England.  Estab- 
lishments in  Wales  were  offered  £8'6  m. 
and  oil  and  chemicals  industries  to- 
gether were  offered  just  over  £1  m. 

Drug  Addicts 

RISE  IN  NUMBER  NOTIFIED 

THE  number  of  drug  addicts  in  the 
United  Kingdom  known  to  the  Home 
Office  had  risen  at  the  end  of  1967  to 
1,729,  compared  with  1,349  at  the  end 
of  1966.  Those  figures  are  based  on 
voluntary  information  given  from  doc- 
tors and  addicts,  etc.,  and  do  not  re- 
present any  authoritative  totals  for 
addiction  since  there  was,  in  those 
years,  no  statutory  obligation  that  ad- 
dicts should  be  notified.  Between  Feb- 
ruary and  July  1,796  addicts  were 
notified  under  the  Dangerous  Drugs 
(Notification  of  Addicts)  Regulations. 
The  Home  Office  points  out  that  it  is 
too  early  to  draw  any  conclusions  from 
that  figure  because  many  were  not  new 
addicts  and  would  already  have  been 
included   in  the   1967  total.   In  1967 


PRIZE-WINNERS  FROM  HOLLAND:  During  the  past  five  years  Smith  Kendon,  Ltd.,  Londoa. 
S.E.I,  have  been  making  a  determined  effort  to  sell  the  company's  products  in  export  markets, 
and  over  40  per  cent,  of  production  now  goes  abroad.  In  March  a  sales  campaign  was  mounted 
in  Holland.  It  included  a  sales  contest  for  representatives  of  the  company's  Dutch  agents,  the 
prize  being  a  weekend  in  London.  Picture  shows  the  two  prize-winners  on  their  arrival  at  the 
factory  from  London  Airport.  Mr.  B.  Snelders  (winner,  sweetmeats  division),  is  seen  shaking 
hands  with  the  managing  director  (Mr.  H.  L.  Williams).  At  right  of  picture  is  druggist-division 
inner  Mr.  S.  Kopers.  Also  in  the  picture  are  the  winners'  wives,  who  were  also  invited.  Did  it 
pay?  In  the  three  months  during  which  the  contest  was  running,  the  two  men  sold  more  than 
20,(M)0  tins  of  glucose  sweets  between  them  and  gained  a  wide  distribution  for  the  Skels  range 
of  dietary  products. 
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there  were  3,024  convictions  for  of- 
fences involving  drugs  controlled  under 
the  Dangerous  Drugs  Act,  1965,  more 
than  double  the  1966  total  of  1,397 
and  resulted  from  3,414  prosecutions 
(1,513  in  1966).  In  1967  also  there 
were  2,486  convictions  for  olfences  in- 
volving drugs  controlled  under  the 
Drugs  (Prevention  of  Misuse)  Act, 
1964.  In  1966  there  were  1,216  such 
convictions.  Of  the  1,729  known  ad- 
dicts at  the  end  of  1967  395  were  un- 
der 20  years  of  age  and  of  them  75 
were  females.  There  were  906  addicts 
in  the  20-34  age  group,  142  aged  be- 
tween 35  and  49  and  279  aged  50  and 
over,  together  with  seven  addicts  whose 
ages  were  unknown.  725  addicts  used 
heroin  alone,  413  heroin  and  cocaine 
and  102  heroin  and  methadone.  133 
were  using  morphine  alone,  94  pethi- 
dine, 93  methadone,  33  dextromora- 
mide,  26  dipipanone  and  10  levor- 
phanol.  Most  of  the  other  addicts 
were  using  mixtures  of  Dangerous  Drugs. 

Agricultural  Chemicals 

RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  SAFE  USE 

THE  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  has  issued  recommendations 
for  safe  use  in  Great  Britain  in  res- 
pect of  the  following: —  Copper  aceto- 
arsenite  (insecticide);  phorate  (organo- 
phosphorus  insecticide);  phosphamidon, 
demeton-S-methyl    sulphone  (organo- 


A  TRAINING  levy  amounting  to  08 
per  cent,  of  the  industry's  total  emo- 
luments has  been  proposed  by  the 
Chemical  and  Allied  Products  Industry 
Training  Board  (which  covers  pharma- 
ceutical and  cosmetics  manufacturers). 
The  levy  and  grants  schemes  —  both 
subject  to  final  approval  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Employment  and 
Productivity  —  is  in  respect  of  the  year 
ending  luly  31,  1969.  The  levy  is  smaller 
than  normal  for  a  full  year.  If  approved 
the  levy  will  be  requested  in  two  in- 
stalments: 0  3  per  cent,  in  October  1968 
to  cover  retroactive  claims  up  to  luly 
31,  1968,  and  0'5  per  cent,  in  April 
1969  to  cover  claims  from  August  to 
December  1968. 

The  Board  is  anxious  that  the  levy 
"should  not  bear  heavily  on  very  small 
firms""  and  is  therefore  proposing  a 
£40  rebate  on  the  levy  due  from  com- 
panies with  emoluments  of  £5.000  to 
£14,999  a  year.  Companies  below  the 
£5,000  level  will  be  exempt  from  the 
levy  (but  will  receive  no  grants)  unless 
they  decide  to  opt  into  the  scheme. 

The  proposed  grants  scheme  covers 
the  first  full  training  year  (August  1, 
1968  to  July  31,  1969)  plus  a  few  grants 
retroactive  to  the  Board's  starting  date 
(October  9,  1967).  Despite  administra- 
tive difficulties,  which  are  expected, 
grant  aid  system  for  on-the-job 
training  is  considered  essential.  All 
companies  are  being  asked  to  help 
make  the  scheme  a  success.  Appropriate 
management  courses  will  be  aided,  but 
there  will  also  be  a  supplementary 
"management  development  grant"  to 
encourage  a  management-development 
planning  system  designed  to  bring  to- 
gether all  means  of  training  required 


phosphorus  insecticides  and  acaricides); 
fentin  acetate,  maneb,  ZMC-5  (fungi- 
cides); cycluron,  chlorbufam,  dimexan, 
sodium  chlorate,  methyl  4-(4-toluidino- 
carbonyloxy)  carbanilate,  trifluralin 
(herbicides) ;  n-dimethylaminosuccina- 
mic  acid  (growth  regulator); 
chlorpropham  (herbicide  and  growth 
regulator);  furazolidone,  4-hydroxy-3- 
nitrophenylarsonic  acid,  ethoxyquin 
(all  for  veterinary  use);  carbon  di- 
sulphide  when  used  in  pyrotechnic 
generators  in  the  control  of  rabbits, 
rodents  and  moles;  formic  acid  when 
used  as  a  silage  preservative.  The 
Ministry  also  point  out  that  calcium 
arsenate  should  not  be  used  in  agri- 
culture   and  horticulture. 

Liver  Fluke  Disease 

FORECAST  FOR  AUTUMN  AND  WINTER 

DURING  the  coming  autumn  and 
winter  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  forecast  that  there 
is  likely  to  be  above-average  incidence 
of  liver  fluke  disease  in  South-east  and 
South-west  England  and  in  South 
Wales.  Level  of  diseases  in  those  areas 
will  be  much  higher  than  in  1967. 
In  other  parts  of  England  and  Wales 
the  season  will  not  be  fluke-free,  though 
the  incidence  of  disease  will  decline 
towards  the  north.  In  Wales  the  disease 
level  will  vary  from  near  average  in 
mid  Wales  to  below  average  in  North- 


to  meet  the  needs  of  individual  mana- 
gers and  supervisors.  The  supplemen- 
tary grant  becomes  payable  for  three 
years  from  August  1,  1968.  In  order 
to  qualify  for  it  in  the  first  year,  com- 
panies must  show  that  they  have  taken 
positive  steps  to  initiate  action  on 
certain  basic  criteria.  Value  of  the  grant 
for  the  first  year  (broadly  the  same 
thereafter)  is  0"1  per  cent,  (one-eighth  of 
the  first  levy). 

A  grant  of  50  per  cent,  of  salary 
is  being  made  in  respect  of  training 
officers  and  instructors  with  adequate 
training  and  experience.  Scale  grants 
for  external  training  courses  (including 
day  and  block  release)  will  amount  to 
100  per  cent,  of  fees  and  salaries  for 
training  and  safety  staff,  and  80  per 
cent,  of  fees  and  50  per  cent,  of  salaries 
or  wages  for  others  (for  instrument 
mechanics  and  technicians  100  per 
cent.)  The  proposal  is  that  training  off- 
the-job  within  the  company  shall 
attract  similar  grants,  but  for  on-the- 
job  training  the  grants  will  be  20  per 
cent,  of  salaries  or  wages  where  the 
trainee  is  part  of  normal  manning,  35 
per  cent,  where  he  is  a  supernumerary, 
and  50  per  cent,  in  some  priority  cate- 
gories. 

Course  grants  will  generally  (except 
where  nothing  suitable  is  available) 
relate  only  to  courses  in  Britain  of  at 
least  three  days'  duration  (except  for 
safety,  health,  fire  prevention  and  first- 
aid  courses).  The  Board's  aim  is  to 
make  the  best  possible  use  of  human 
resources  with  respect  to  the  industry, 
the  individual  company  and  the  indi- 
vidual person,  thereby  contributing  to 
increased  efficiency,  profitability  and 
job  satisfaction. 


west  Wales.  In  North-west  Englai 
prospects  are  much  better  than  in  19 
and  below-average  incidence  is  expt 
ted.  There  is  also  a  possibility  of  flu 
disease  occurring  on  wet  farms 
East  Anglia  and  the  South-east  M 
lands  —  areas  normally  free  from  t 
disease. 

Experiments  on  Anima 

RETURNS  FOR  1967 

A  TOTAL  of  4,755,680  experime 
were  carried  out  on  living  animals 
1967  records  the  Return  of  Expe 
ments  Performed  under  the  Cruelty 
Animals  Act,  1876,  during  1967  (H. 
Stationery  OflRce,  price  Is.  3d.).  315,.' 
experiments  were  carried  out  in 
course  of  cancer  research,  250,884 
periments  were  for  purposes  of  put 
health  or  directly  for  diagnosis  in  n 
or  other  animals.  1,283,294  experime 
were  performed  during  mandatory  te 
for  standardisation  of  sera,  vaccines 
drugs.  Places  registered  for  experim 
nurnbered  614,  with  eighteen  new  rej 
trations  and  thirteen  removals  from 
register  during  the  year. 

SCOTTISH  BREVITIES 

Costs  of  fourteen  commonly  p 
cribed  antipyretics  are  compared 
memorandum  ECS  (P)  22A/1968  issi 
by  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health  1 
partment.  They  range  from  solu 
aspirin  tablets,  B.P.,  at  3s.  4|d. 
fifty  to  Equagesic  tablets  at  14s. 
for  fifty. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotl; 
has  issued  to  doctors  a  list  of  r 
widely  prescribed  expensive  prepj 
tions  showing  the  total  National  He. 
Service  cost  of  twenty-five  tablets 
capsules  and  has  asked  for  the  grea 
possible  care  to  be  exercised  in  p 
cribing  them.  The  preparations  ra 
from  Achromycin  capsules  250  m; 
at  £1  Os.  8yd.  to  Lincocin  capsi 
500  mgm.  at  £3  17s.  2d.  for  twei 
five. 

IRISH  NEWS 

THE  REPUBLIC 

Prescription  Scheme 

DOCTORS  HELP  IN  SPREADING  I.OA 

A  SCHEME  initiated  recently  by 
Irish  Medical  Union,  in  which  p 
macists  are  participating,  aims 
encouraging  patients  to  present  t 
prescriptions  to  pharmacists  as  sooi 
possible  and  not  to  leave  them  u 
closing  time  approaches.  Doctors 
present  their  patients  with  small  ci 
urging  them  to  call  the  doctor  early 
to  present  prescriptions  to  their  p 
macist  without  delay.  The  scheme 
the  full  support  of  the  Council  of 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland, 
the  hope  is  that,  as  a  result,  phar 
cies  will  receive  an  even  spread 
prescriptions  throughout  the  day 
stead  of  having  a  back-log  to  con 
with  just  before  closing  time. 

IRISH  BREVITIES 

THE  NORTH 

Prescriptions  dispensed  in  Nc 
ern  Ireland  during  May  numb 
954,280   (603,369   forms).  Total 


INDUSTRIAL  TRAINING  LEVY  AND  GRANTS 

Chemicals  Board  announces  its  proposals 
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/as  £610,541  6s.  7d.,  an  average  of 
53-55d.  per  prescription. 

\jEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Post  Office's  national  giro 
urrent-account  banking  service  opens 
or  business  on  October  18. 
A  COMBINED  Ministry  of  Health, 
ocial  Security  and  some  Home  Office 
epartments  has  been  suggested  by  the 
toward  League  for  Penal  Reform  in 
letter  to  the  Prime  Minister. 
The  Ministry  of  Health's  A.C.  Cir- 
ular  No.  133  sets  out  an  agreement 
)f  the  Administrative  and  Clerical 
taffs  Whitley  Council  and  introduces 
evised  allowances  for  officers  under- 
aking  the  duties  of  a  higher  grade. 
The  August  addition  to  PropUst  has 
een  issued  by  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
nittee  on  the  Classification  of  Pro- 
irietary  Preparations.  It  includes  a  re- 
ision  of  category  for  Oilatum  bath 
il  from  B2  to  A3. 

A  FINAL  warning  to  companies  trad- 
ng  in  France  to  register  their  trade 
larks  with  the  French  Govern- 
lent  has  been  issued  by  the  Board  of 
rade.  Only  about  ten  weeks  remain  to 
arry  out  the  registration  (see  C.  &  D., 
uly  20,  p.  46). 
A  MASS  has  been  arranged  during 
ritish  Pharmaceutical  Conference  week 
d  will  be  offered  by  the  Rev.  T. 
lock.  B.A.  at  the  University  Chap- 
lincy,  Hamson's  Road,  Edgbaston  at 
30  p.m.  on  Thursday  September  12. 
,ight  refreshments  will  be  available. 
Entry  forms  for  the  Edmund  White 
[olf  competition  and  the  ladies  com- 
etition  must  be  returned  with  an  en- 
rance  fee  of  10s.  to  the  local  secre- 
|iry  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
onference  (Mr.  C.  McArdle),  110 
elrene  Road,  Shirley,  Solihull,  War- 
ickshire,  not  later  than  September  I. 
A  "price  probe"'  into  "Why  your 
emist's  shop  bill  is  bigger"  appears 
the  September  issue  of  Focus,  pub- 
hed  by  the  Consumer  Council.  Ex- 
ples  of  products  that  have  increased 
ji  price  are  quoted  and  the  reasons 
pr  the  increase  (devaluation,  increased 
Sstribution  costs  or  increased  purchase 
given. 

\PORT 

loLF 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Golfing  So- 
Iety.  Latest  meetings  have  been  held  at  Mere 
|oIf  and  Country  Club  on  July  24  and  at 
lydock  Park  Golf  Club  on  August  14. 
stills:  (Mere).  Woolley  trophy,  I,  J.  Kemp: 
Dr.  Eraser  (Haydock  Park).  Nicholas  Pro- 
icts  prize,  I,  E.  M.  Mcintosh;  2,  R. 
emaine. 

South  London  and  Surrey  Pharmacists' 
OLFiNG  Society. — Sixty-five  members  and 
iesls  were  present  at  Croham  Hurst  Golf 
lub  on  August  14  to  compete  in  a  Stableford 
mpetition.  Results:  Banstead  bowl  (iiul 
eorge  Watt  prize.  I,  J.  Martin  (Ifield)  40 
lints;  2,  G.  Jamieson  (Croham  Hurst).  i9 
ints:  3,  J.  Geddes  (Dulwich  and  Sydenham), 
points.  Scratch  to  fourteen  handicap  prize, 
Reary  (Croham  Hurst),  37  points.  Fifteen 
d  over  handicap  prize,  E.  Foster  (Wood- 
tc  Park),  37  points.  Special  prize,  M.  Stock- 
m  (Flackwell  Heath),  33  points.  Best  score 
I  first  nine  holes,  F,  Jamieson.  Best  last  nine 
•les,  D,  Hobern.  Visitors'  prizes,  1,  D. 
:dges  (Langley  Park),  41  points;  2,  W. 
:lsey  (East  Brighton).  39  points;  3,  G. 
Inith  (Wyke  Green),  36  points. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 

The  druggist 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  nothing  so  evocative  as  the  sen.se  of  smell. 
Only  this  morning  I  had  occasion  to  look  for  a  drug  which  belonged  to 
another  age.  I  made  the  necessary  ascent  into  the  stratosphere  and  began 
my  search  with  that  mounting  interest  which  finds  a  parallel  in  the  looking 
up  of  an  item  in  the  encyclopaedia.  One's  attention  is  invariably  side- 
tracked long  before  the  desired  entry  is  reached.  I  have  always  had  the 
highest  admiration  for  the  strong-willed  and  single-minded  character 
who  goes  straight  to  the  page  he  wants,  abstracts  the  information  he 
requires,  and  slams  the  volume  back  into  place.  You  will  gather,  then, 
that  my  nature  is  indirect,  and  that  when  I  find  myself  on  the  top  of  a  pair 
of  steps  peering  at  the  galenicals  of  other  years,  I  tend  to  take  more  time 
than  may  be  necessary  for  the  task  in  hand.  And  it  was  on  just  such  a 
foray  that  I  found  a  bottle  of  spirit  of  nitrous  ether,  the  condition  of 
which  could  not  possibly,  after  its  years  of  probation,  endear  itself  to  an 
inspector  of  food  and  drugs.  But  1  removed  the  stopper  and  inhaled 
gently,  and  I  was  transported — metaphorically,  you  must  understand,  for 
I  was  somewhat  dangerously  perched — to  early  childhood  and  an  attack 
of  measles.  That  was  the  smell  of  the  medicine  poured  down  my  throat  at 
four-hourly  intervals.  And  I  remember  the  pharmacist  who  had  made  up 
the  prescription.  He  was  not  young  then,  and  I  discovered  in  later  years 
that  he  had  qualified  about  twenty  years  before  I  was  born.  The  pharmacy 
was  small  and  spotlessly  clean,  and  the  pharmacist  fitted  his  surroundings. 
The  shop  rounds  and  the  pink  domed  ointment  pots  shone  and  glittered, 
and  the  odour  peculiar  to  the  pharmacy  of  that  time  could  be  detected 
even  in  passing  the  door.  To  see  the  old  man  flick  a  sheet  of  white  paper 
from  beneath  the  counter  and  wrap  a  bottle  and  seal  it  with  wax  was 
to  witness  an  artist  and  a  craftsman.  1  came,  in  later  years,  to  know 
him  well,  and  with  increased  knowledge  and  perception  I  found  that  first 
impressions  were  fully  confirmed.  He  was  a  druggist  of  no  mean  order. 

77?^  physician 

It  is  perhaps  natural,  at  this  stage,  to  think  of  the  physician  who  pre- 
scribed the  "sweet  spirits  of  nature"  as  I  have  heard  it  called,  though 
it  would  be  misleading  to  suggest  that  the  thoughts  I  am  now  jotting  down 
all  occurred  to  me  as  I  sat  on  the  top  of  a  pair  of  steps.  He  was  most 
certainly  of  the  old  school,  with  a  top-hat  that  was  the  abode  of  a 
wooden  stethoscope — an  instrument  of  great  value  to  the  descendant  of 
Laennec  and  of  refined  torture  to  the  youthful  ribs  into  which  it  seemed 
to  be  prodded  with  unnecessary  vigour.  A  clinical  thermometer  was  con- 
jured out  of  space  and  a  very  personal  graph  took  shape  over  the  days. 
There  was  a  characteristic  odour  of  a  medical  description,  compounded  of 
what  seems  in  retrospect  to  have  been  a  distilled  essence  of  carbolic 
soap  and  iodoform.  And  having  breathed,  on  the  voice  of  command,  and 
said  "Ah!"  in  tones  of  rapture  several  times,  one  was  permitted  to  snuggle 
back  under  the  sheets  while  the  physician  wrote  something  on  a  sheet  of 
paper  that  was  intelligible  only  to  the  druggist  aforementioned.  That 
something,  of  course,  must  have  contained  spirit  aeth.  nit.  for  I  have 
confirmed  it  in  the  stratosphere  only  this  morning.  He  fought  his,  and  his 
patients',  enemies  with  totally  inadequate  weapons,  giving  himself  with 
unstinted  vigour  to  the  task.  And  if  most  of  his  armamentarium  now  lan- 
guishes on  the  top  shelf,  scoffed  at  by  a  new  generation  of  ever  more 
fickle  prescribers,  mine  will  not  be  the  hand  to  discard  it.  Did  it  not  cure 
me  of  my  measles?  I  like  to  think  that  it  did. 

77?^  Spice  Islands 

I  descended  from  the  giddy  heights  to  be  interviewed  by  an  extremely 
smart,  if  undistinguishable,  member  of  that  legion  of  salesmen  who  find 
it  incredible  that  I  show  so  little  enthusiasm  for  a  complete  new  range  of 
cosmetics  for  men.  I  wonder  what  his  patients  would  have  thought  if  my 
old  physician  had  sat  at  the  beside  exuding  an  aroma  suggesting  that  he 
had  just  dropped  in  from  the  Moluccas? 
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AN  ARTICLE  BENEATH  ADVERTISEMENT 

Statutory  Committee  sceptical  at  member's  disclaimer 

THE  Statutory  Committee  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  met  in  London  on 


August  15  and  inquired  at  length  m- 
to  a  complaint  by  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  alleging  that  an 
advertisement  in  the  Barrhead  News, 
November  29,  1967,  constituted  an  ad- 
vertisement of  the  dispensing  services 
of  Glen  Chemists;  that  an  article  des- 
cribing the  business  with  a  photograph 
of  the  interior  (which  appeared  on  the 
same  page  as  the  advertisement)  also 
advertised  the  dispensing  services  of 
the  firm;  that  the  material  had  been 
supplied  by  Glen  Chemists;  that  the 
article  included  claims  of  a  special  and 
superior  service  calculated  to  create  an 
invidious  distinction  between  the  busi- 
ness of  Glen  Chemists  and  businesses 
conducted  by  other  authorised  sellers 
of  poisons.  Both  the  company  and  Mr. 
Donald  Hume  Munro,  the  pharmacist, 
were  represented  by  Mr.  Neville 
Thomas,  instructed  by  Lamartine  Yates 
&  Lacey  (solicitors).  Mr.  P.  St.  John 
Howe  appeared  to  present  the  facts 
to  the  Committee  and  referred  to  that 
section  of  the  Society's  "Statement  Upon 
Matters  of  Professional  Conduct" 
which  deals  with  the  use  of  the  term 
"dispensing  chemist"  and  stipulates  that 
the  dispensing  of  medicines  should  not 
be  advertised. 

Giving  the  Committee's  decision.  Sir 
Benjamin  Ormerod  said  that,  so  far  as 
the  advertisement  was  concerned,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  take  exception  to 
it  except  for  one  small  point ;  "Now 
open  from  9  a.m.  till  8  p.m."  The 
Statutory  Order  for  the  closing  of  shops 
in  Barrhead  was  6  p.m.  on  ordinary 
weekdays  and  5  p.m.  on  Fridays.  It 
was  a  reasonable  inference,  therefore, 
that  the  advertisement  was  holding  out 
that  the  dispensing  and  selling  of  medi- 
cines and  surgical  requisites  could  be 
carried  on  to  a  later  time. 

However,  added  Sir  Benjamin,  "That, 
I  think,  is  the  only  complaint  that  can 
be  made  of  the  advertisement  itself,  and 
that,  I  am  bound  to  say,  does  not 
appeal  to  me  as  being  a  very  serious 
offence."  On  the  same  page  as  the 
advertisement,  and  just  below  it,  there 
appeared  the  article  which  had  the 
heading:  "New  Chemist  opens  in  Main 
Street."  There  appeared  a  photographic 
illustration  of  the  interior  of  the  shop, 
with  one  of  the  partners  sitting  on  a 
chair  in  the  shop  "in  what  I  might 
call  a  proprietorial  attitude."  The  article 
discussed  the  affairs  of  the  shop  in 
terms  which  Mr.  Thomas,  who  appeared 
for  the  pharmacist,  did  not  hesitate 
to  say  would  be  repugnant  and  were 
repugnant  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  practice  of  pharmacists  as  to  ad- 
vertising. 

Any  Responsibility  by  the  Finn? 

The  chairman  said  the  Committee 
had  felt  it  necessary  to  consider  the 
complaint  having  regard  to  the  ethical 
code  and  the  matters  in  the  ethical  code 
relating  to  advertising.  The  question 
was  whether  there  had  been  any  res- 
ponsibility on  Glen  Chemists  and  the 
partners  in  Glen  Chemists  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  article?  It  had  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  advertisement 


time  a  pharmacist  can  say:  T  am  will- 
ing to  have  this  advertisement  put  in 
and  if  you  are  going  to  write  up  any-j 
thing  in  support  of  my  advertisement. 
I  see  no  reason  why  you  should  not,  but 
I  am  very  anxious  to  try  not  to  trans-| 
gress  the  rules  about  advertising,  and! 
therefore  I  must  ask  to  see  the  artickl 
before  it  is  printed.'  And  if  the  news-[ 
paper  objects  to  that,  then  surely  i| 
is  open  to  the  advertiser  to  say:  'Veryl 
well,  if  I  cannot  see  the  article,  therti 
will  be  no  advertisement.'  I  am  quitel 
sure  there  would  be  no  article.'' 

Having  heard  this  case,  the  Com| 
mittee  had  little  doubt  that  it  was 
case  where  "at  the  very  least"  therel 
was  a  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  thostT 
partners  that  there  would  be  an  articlel 
The  partners  said  they  knew  nothinj 
about  the  article  until  they  read 
in  the  paper.  The  Committee  founc] 
that  difficult  to  accept  but  were  no 
prepared  to  say  that  there  was  evi 
dence  that  they  had  actually  inspired 
the  matters  that  were  put  in  the  article| 
"What  we  do  say  is  that  they  migh 
well    have   anticipated  an  article  o 
this  kind"  and,  before  consenting  t(| 
the  advertisement,  they  could  have  in 
sisted  on  seeing  the  article.  There  ha(| 
been  an  omission,  on  the  part  of  thi 
pharmacists  in  question,  to  do  somel 
thing  which  it  appeared  to  the  Com 
mittee  they  clearly  should  have  done 
and  in  those  circumstances  the  mem 
bers  of  the  Committee  were  unani] 
mously  of  the  opinion  that  they  hav 
been  guilty  of  misconduct.  The  Comj 
mittee  was  not  prepared  to  order  tha| 
the  names  of  the  pharmacists  shouli 
be  removed  from  the  Register.  "W 
are  not  prepared  to  do  that,  at  least  a| 
the  present  time,  and  the  order  whicl| 
we  propose  to  make  is  that  this  cas 
shall  be  adjourned  for  twelve  months] 
At  the  end  of  that  twelve  months 
it  may  well  be  they  will  hear  nothini 
more  about  it.  If,  on  the  other  hanc| 
any  matter  for  complaint  arises,  the 
clearly  this  will  be  brought  up  an; 
will  be  taken  into  account  in  dealin 
with  it  at  a  subsequent  date." 

PROBLEMS  FOR  STATUTORY  COMMITTEE 

Was  a  member  repaying  debts?  Had  another  "gone  to  groimd"? 

tor)  said  he  did  not  know  whether  th 
pharmacist  would  offer  evidence 
attempts  to  pay,  but  he  had  received  n 
information  and  could  not  help  th 


and  the  article  appeared  in  the  Barr- 
head News  not  only  on  the  same  day 
but  on  the  same  page.  "On  the  face 
of  it,  it  would  seem,  from  an  ordinary 
commonsense  point  of  view,  that  the 
article  had  either  been  inspired  by  the 
people  responsible  for  putting  in  the 
advertisement,  or  at  least  been  made  a 
condition  of  the  advertisement  being 
put  in  .  .  .  there  is  no  evidence  of  either 
of  these  things  having  happened." 

There  was  certainly  no  evidence  that 
the  insertion  of  the  advertisement  had 
been  a  condition  of  the  article  being 
written,  and  the  evidence  about  the 
article  —  inspired,  presumably,  by 
statements  being  made  to  the  reporter, 
was  sketchy  in  the  extreme.  It  had  been 
pressed  upon  the  Committee  by  Mr. 
Thomas  that  its  members  had  to  be 
satisfied  that  any  information  given  to 
the  Press,  or  at  least  the  article  as  pro- 
duced by  the  Press,  had  been  com- 
piled on  information  supplied  by  the 
pharmacist  or  by  someone  in  his  em- 
ploy, but  Sir  Benjamin  was  inclined 
to  think  that  "If  you  are  going  to  put 
an  advertisement  in  a  newspaper,  a 
large  advertisement  of  this  kind,  and 
if  you  either  know  or  suspect  —  and 
suspect  may  well  be  sufficient  —  that 
an  article  is  to  be  written  that  clearly 
will  be  a  laudatory  article  in  the  terms 
of  the  advertisement,  then  I  think  there 
is  a  duty  on  the  pharmacist  in  ques- 
tion to  demand  that,  before  the  paper  is 
produced,  he  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  that  article.  I  know  that  the 
newspapers  say  that  it  is  not  their 
practice  to  do  this,  and  it  may  well 
be  that  it  is  not.  I  know  too,  and  I 
am  willing  to  recognise  it,  that  neither 
this  Committee,  nor  any  part  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  can  say  to  a 
newspaper  what  they  shall  publish  and 
what  they  shall  not.  A  newspaper  will 
pubhsh  and  may  publish  anything  it 
wishes  to  publish,  subject,  of  course, 
to  the  ordinary  rules  as  to  libel  and 
obscenity  and  so  on.  But  at  the  same 


IN  THREE  cases  heard  by  the  Statu 
tory  Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  on  August  15, 
all  resumed  inquiries,  the  Committee 
decided  to  take  no  further  action, 
though  it  gave  a  warning  to  two  of 
the  pharmacists  concerned  that  they  had 
been  treated  leniently,  and  could  not 
hope  for  similar  treatment  if  they  ap- 
peared before  the  Committee  again. 

Mystery  of  Claimed  Repayments 

In  another  resumed  inquiry  a  phar- 
macist convicted  of  embezzling  from 
his  employers  during  1965  had  been 
placed  on  probation  for  two  years  on 
condition  that  he  repaid  his  employers 
£270.  The  pharmacist  had  appeared  be- 
fore the  Committee  four  times,  and  on 
the  last  occasion  the  inquiry  had  been 
adjourned  for  a  further  six  months  on 
the  condition  that  repayments  to  his 
employer  were  made  promptly.  At  that 
time  there  was  an  outstanding  debt  of 
£170.  Placing  the  facts  before  the  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  P.  St.  John  Howe  (solici- 


Committee  further.  The  pharmacist  ind 
cated  that  the  money  had  been  repai 
in  full.  He  claimed  that  £5  per  wee 
had   been   deducted   from   his  salai 
and  was  being  sent  by  his  present  en 
ployers  to  his  previous  employers.  H 
had  been  told  the  receipts  were  bein 
sent   direct   to   the   secretary   of  th 
Statutory    Committee.    Sir  Benjami 
Ormerod  (chairman)  giving  the  Co 
mittee's  decision,  said  the  Committ 
was  troubled  about  the  case.  It  ha 
been  adjourned  from  time  to  time  I 
enable  restitution  to  be  made,  and  thi 
had  not  been  done.  The  case  woi 
be  adjourned  until  the  next  meeting  an 
meanwhile  inquiries  would  be  made 
the  pharmacist's  previous  employers  « 
to  the  position  concerning  the  re  pa 
ments.   Sir  Benjamin  said  that  "tl 
mind  of  the  Committee  is  that,  unle 
the  allegations  you   have  made 
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jsubstantiated,  your  name  will  not  be 
allowed  to  remain  on  the  Register."  A 
pharmacist  who  had  been  convicted  of 
driving  a  motor  vehicle  when  unfit  to 
drive  through  drink  was  told  by  the 
chairman  that  the  committee  considered 
the  matter  a  serious  one  but,  in  the 
Icircumstances,  felt  that  an  admonition 
would  be  sufficient. 

Another  pharmacist  convicted  of  a 
similar  offence  was  not  present  when 
the  consideration  of  his  case  was  re- 
sumed. The  chairman  said  that,  on  the 
last  occasion  when  they  had  heard  of 
the  member,  he  was  under  some  form 
of  medical  treatment.  The  inquiry  was 
adjourned  sine  die  to  allow  Mr.  Howe 
to  ascertain  if  or  when  the  pharmacist 
would  be  able  to  attend  the  inquiry. 

Mailed  Papers  Returned 

"He  would  appear  to  have  gone  to 
ground"  said  Sir  Benjamin  of  another 
pharmacist  to  whom  statements  of  the 
case  had  been  sent  but  been  returned. 
The  member  was  no  longer  at  the 
address  recorded  by  the  Society.  The 
case  was  adjourned  for  six  months 
with  the  proviso  that  it  could  be  res- 
tored to  the  list  earlier  if  the  pharma- 
cist could  be  located. 

COMPANY  NEWS 

Prerious  year's  figures  in  parenthesei 

DIXONS  PHOTOGRAPHIC,  LTD. 
—  Profits,  before  tax,  for  year  ended 
April  27  were  £367,560  (£252,318).  Net 
profit  after  tax,  was  £208,226  (£168,127). 
Profits  and  turnover  to  date  in  current 
year  are  ahead  of  same  period  in 
previous  year.  A  final  dividend  of  11 
per  cent,  is  proposed,  making  20  per 
cent.  (same). 

UNILEVER,  LTD.  —  Half  year 
profit  before  tax,  of  the  company  com- 
bined with  that  of  Unilever,  NV, 
£90-8  m.  (£68-2  m.);  taxation,  £45  8  m. 
(£32-4  m.);  net  profit,  £43-5  m. 
(£35-1  m.).  Unilever,  Ltd.'s  offer  for 
Ordinary  capital  of  Reichold  Chemi- 
cals (C.  &  D.,  July  20,  p.  51),  has  been 
accepted  in  respect  of  90  per  cent,  of 
the  total. 

BRITISH  GLUES  AND  CHEMI- 
CALS, LTD.  —  The  chairman  (Mr. 
D.  N.  Walton)  in  a  letter  to  share- 
I  holders  urging  rejection  of  the  bid  by 
Croda  Premier,  Ltd.  (C.  &  D.,  August 
17,  p.  140),  forecasts  pre-tax  profits  of 
about  £800,000  in  the  current  year  com- 
pared with  £453,000  last  time  and 
dividends  restored  to  19  per  cent,  from 
he  10  per  cent.  In  the  13  weeks  to 
Tune  30,  unaudited  profits  were  £240,000 
(£136,000  for  the  corresponding  period 
af  the  previous  year). 

CUSSONS  GROUP,  LTD.— Trad- 
ng  in  the  second  half  of  the  year 
inded  March  31,  showed  an  improve- 
ment, giving  total  sales  of  £7-53m. 
;£7-28m.)  and  a  pre-tax  profit  of 
£836,203  (£715,860).  Net  profit  was 
E429,484  (£415,105)  after  tax  and  ex- 
:eptional  items  of  £59,914— of  which 
£41,581  related  to  reorganisation  ex- 
penses, including  consultancy  fees  and 
redundancy  payments.  The  dividend 
s  raised  from  27^  per  cent,  to  28i  per 
:ent. 

BAYER  (U.K.),  LTD.  —  The  com- 
pany has  been  formed  by  Farbenfa- 
priken     Bayer,     A.G.,  Leverkusen, 


Germany,  to  act  as  a  holding  company 
of  the  shares  of  their  various  United 
Kingdom  subsidiaries  namely  Bayer 
Dyestuffs,  Ltd.,  Bayer  DyestutTs  (Manu- 
facturing), Ltd.,  Baywood  Chemicals, 
Ltd.,  Bayer  Fibres  (Fibretex),  Ltd., 
FBA  Pharmaceuticals.  Ltd.,  Haarman 
&  Reimer,  Ltd.  The  subsidiaries  will 
continue  to  trade  as  separate  com- 
panies under  their  present  management 
(see  also  p.  176). 

BURT  BOULTON  &  HAYWOOD, 
LTD.  —  Group  pre-tax  profit  for  the 
year  to  March  31,  rose  to  a  record 
£644,626  (£383,572),  and  the  dividend 
is  13  per  cent.  (12  per  cent.).  The  report 
says  both  divisions  showed  a  substantial 
improvement — timber's  proportion  of 
profit  rose  to  51  per  cent,  from  last 
year's  38  per  cent.,  while  chemical  and 
other  activities  contribution  is  now  49 
per  cent.  The  first  quarter  of  current 
year  has  shown  "encouraging"  improve- 
ment on  last  year,  states  the  chairman 
(Mr.  I.  P.  Lindsey-Renton). 

WITCO  CHEMICAL  CO.,  LTD. 
and  CYCLO  CHEMICALS,  LTD.— 
Witco  Chemical  Corporation  has 
acquired  Cyclo  Chemicals,  Ltd.  for  an 
undisclosed  amount  of  cash.  The 
present  management,  Mr.  F.  Karsten 
(managing  director)  and  Mr.  D.  Bass 
(technical  sales  director),  will  continue 
to  manage  Cyclo  as  a  subsidiary  of 
Witco  Chemical  Co.  Ltd.  Witco's 
European  operations  now  include  six 
wholly  owned  chemical  manufacturing 
facilities  in  Europe,  two  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  two  in  the  Netherlands,  one 
in  Belgium  and  one  in  France.  In 
addition  Witco  has  interests  in  seven 
other  European  factories. 

INPHARM,  LTD.  —  The  directors 
announce  that  by  the  time  the  share 
list  was  due  to  close  on  August  20, 
insufficient  subscriptions  had  been  re- 
ceived for  them  to  go  ahead  with  the 
project  as  planned  (C.  &  D.,  July  13,  p. 
24).  Because  they  feel  that  there  is  a 
need  for  an  organisation  of  the  sort 
outlined,  they  are  discussing  with  sub- 
scribers alternative  arrangements  to 
achieve  the  original  objects.  The  in- 
tention is  therefore  that  the  company 
will  remain  in  existence  functioning  on 
a  smaller  scale  than  at  first  intended. 
The  directors  believe  that  the  reason 
for  their  failure  to  win  the  necessary 
support  was  the  lack  of  time  permitted 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  (40  days)  to 
"put  over  to  retail  chemists  such  a 
new  concept  in  co-operation." 

FARBENFABRIKEN  BAYER,  A  G., 
Leverkusen,  Germany.  —  The  chair- 
man (Professor  K.  Hansen)  stated  at  the 
annual  meeting  recently  that  over  the 
next  5  years  an  average  of  DM  600  m. 
will  be  spent  each  year  on  fixed  assets, 
and  DM  400  m.  on  trade  investments, 
the  funds  coming  from  the  company's 
cash  flow.  Foreign  shareholders  own 
30  per  cent,  of  the  equity.  Turnover 
for  the  German  company  in  1967  was 
£447  3  m.  (£375'4  m.);  research  ex- 
penditure £24- 1  m.  (£18-2  m.);  profit 
£27-7  m.  (£25  m.).  Group  turnover  was 
£658-2  m.  (£527-8  m.).  Figures  for  1967 
are  based  on  £1  =  DM  9-63  (1966:  £1 
=  11-20).  Since  the  annual  meeting  the 
turnover  in  Germany  has  risen  by 
18-3  per  cent,  and  by  12-2  per  cent, 
outside  Germany.  Profits  in  first  six 
months  were  DM  152  m.  (DM  132  m.) 


after  tax  based  on  an  assumed  13  per 
cent,  dividend. 

BUSINESS  CHANGES 

TIMOTHY  WHITE  &  TAYLORS, 
LTD.,  have  closed  down  their  High 
Street,  Chelmsford  branch. 

J.  BIBBY  &  SONS.  LTD.,  have 
opened  a  London  office  at  53  Gros- 
venor  Street,  W.l  (telephone:  01-629 
1868). 

LEONARD  McEWEN,  LTD.,  have 
removed  to  17  Parr  Street,  Eagle  Wharf 
Road,  London,  N.l  (telephone: 
01-253-0784. 

WALLACE  MANUFACTURING 
CHEMISTS,  LTD.,  have  removed  to 
lA  Frognal,  London,  N.W.3  (telephone: 
01-435  7627). 

MR.  H.  D.  McILROY,  Ph.C. 
M. P. S.N. I.,  has  taken  over  the  Rock 
Pharmacy,  Castlerock,  co.  London- 
derry, from  Mr.  C.  Gibson,  Ph.C, 
M.P.S.N.I. 

MR.  A.  McCASKIE,  M.P.S.,  Bridge 
of  Allan,  Scotland,  is  to  close  down 
his  pharmacy  at  24  Murray  Place, 
Stirling,  at  the  end  of  September.  He 
will  continue  elsewhere  his  business  in- 
terests in  farm  supplies,  oils  and 
photographic  services. 

MRS.  I.  DANBY,  M.P.S.,  has 
acquired  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  F.  W. 
McCandlish,  M.P.S.,  532  Blackpool 
Road,  Preston,  as  from  September  1. 
From  that  date  correspondence  for  Mr. 
McCandlish  should  be  sent  to  5 
Granton  Walk,  Ingol,  Preston  (tele- 
phone: Preston  26955),  where  he  opens 
a  pharmacy  on  September  9. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Directors 

CUSSONS  SONS  &  CO.,  LTD.— Mr. 
F.  W.  Baker  has  been  appointed  works 
director. 

LR  INDUSTRIES,  LTD.  —  Sir 
Keith  Freeman  has  been  appointed 
managing  director. 

Executives 

BDH  CHEMICALS,  LTD.,  Poole, 
Dorset,  have  appointed  Mr.  H.  E. 
Davies  their  personnel  manager. 

Representatives 

RADIOL  CHEMICALS,  LTD.,  have 
appointed  Mr.  J.  Taylor  representative 
for  North  Lancashire,  Cumberland, 
county  Durham,  Northumberland  and 
Westmorland  and  Mr.  P.  E.  Appleyard, 
for  counties  in  the  central  and  east 
Midlands  including  Lincolnshire. 

PERSONALITIES 

MR.  A.  J.  W.  HINSHELWOOD, 
M.P.S.,  who  works  on  pharmaceutical 
production  at  Glaxo  Laboratories,  Ltd., 
Greenford,  was  a  member  of  the  Lions 
Rugby  Union  team  which  recently  com- 
pleted a  tour  of  South  Africa.  Mr. 
Hinshelwood  has  also  been  "capped" 
several  times  for  Scotland  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Lions  party  on  an 
earlier  tour  of  Australia  and  New 
Zealand. 

MR.  HUGH  H.  GREEN,  M.P.S.,  11 
Denman  Drive,  London,  N.W.I  1,  has 
accepted  an  invitation  by  the  Univer- 
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sity  of  Waterloo  School  of  Optometry, 
to  give  a  series  of  lectures  in  Canada 
on  the  ocular  side  effects  of  drugs. 
Commencing  October  1,  he  will  be 
lecturing  in  Toronto.  Waterloo,  Lon- 
don (Ontario),  Ottawa  and  Montreal  at 
the  schools  of  optometry  in  the  Univer- 
sities there,  the  host  university  being 
the  University  of  Waterloo.  Mr.  Green 
was  recently  co-opted  to  the  council 
of  the  British  Optical  Association  as 
a  pharmacist-optician  member. 

MR.  G.  SQUIRES,  who  took  over 
as  general  products  sales  manager  for 
Agfa  Gevaert,  Ltd.,  when  Mr.  G. 
Ahrens  was  made  deputy  managing 
director  of  that  company,  was  once 
Agfa's  only  sales  representative  in 
Britain.  He  had  been  working  for  the 
chemical  company  that  was  appoin- 
ted Agfa's  British  agent  when  the  Ger- 
man photographic  manufacturer  entered 
the  British  market.  By  the  time  of  the 
merger  in  1964,  Mr.  Squires  was  Agfa's 
retail  sales  manager  and  up  to  the 
beginning  of  this  year  he  was  manager, 
retail  products,  for  the  new  group. 

MARRIAGES 

CAWDELL  —  HOWL.  —  Recently 
Geoffrey  Arthur  Cawdell,  M.P.S..  105 
Midland  Road,  Thrapston,  Kettering, 
Northants,  to  Julia  Mary  Howl, 
Lowick,  Northants. 

FERGUSON-WYLIE.  ~  At  the 
Grand  hotel,  Glasgow,  on  August  10, 
Ewen  Roderick  Ferguson.  Hough  Larry, 
North  Uist,  to  Jean  Gertrude  Wylie, 
M.P.S.,  26  Raithburn  Avenue,  Kilmar- 
nock, Ayrshire. 

HAYES-BROOK.  —  At  Central 
Methodist  Church,  Cleckheaton,  Yorks, 
on  August  10,  Derek  Norman  Hayes, 
M.P.S.,  chief  pharmacist.  H.M.  Prison, 
Love  Lane,  Wakefield,  Yorks,  to 
Margaret  Susan  Brook,  Brookfield 
Terrace,  Balme  Road.  Cleckheaton. 

DEATHS 

BARTHOLOMEW.— On  August  17, 
Mr.  Leslie  Bartholomew,  J. P.,  a  former 
director  of  F.  W.  Hampshire  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  Sunnydale  Works,  Sinfin  Lane, 
Derby,  aged  sixty-one.  Mr.  Bartholo- 
mew resigned  from  the  board  two 
years  ago  owing  to  ill  health. 

BOYCE.  —  On  August  Mr.  Sydney 
Taylor  Bryce.  M.P.S.,  53  Harland  Way, 
Cottingham,  Yorks.  Mr.  Bryce  quali- 
fied in  1920. 

BURKE.— Recently  Mr.  Joseph 
Augustine  Burke.  M.P.S.I.,  aged  sixty- 
four.  Mr.  Burke,  who  qualified  in  1933, 
conducted,  until  recently,  a  pharmacy 
in  Wine  Street,  Sligo.  Eire,  now  carried 
on  by  his  son,  Mr.  Joseph  Burke. 
MPS. I. 

FOLEY. — Recently  Mr.  John  Joseph 
Foley,  Baliinacurra,  Limerick.  Eire. 
Mr.  Foley  was  the  proprietor  of  the 
pharmacy  of  McMahon,  Day  &  Co., 
O'Donnell  Street,  Limerick,  until  he 
retired  some  time  ago.  He  qualified  as 
a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  in  1926. 

LAWSON.  —  Recently  Mr.  G.  C. 
Lawson,  B.Sc,  chief  chemist,  W.  H. 
Hobbs  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  166  Tower  Bridge 
Road,  London,  S.E.I.  Mr.  Lawson 
joined  Sussex  Products  Co.,  Ltd.,  an 


associate  company  of  W.  H.  Hobbs,  in 
1953,  and  was  formerly  for  some  years 
with  the  Elephant  Chemical  Co.  He 
had  a  distinguished  record  of  army  ser- 
vice during  the  1914-18  war,  having 
been  awarded  the  Military  Medal  and 
bar,  and  the  Croix  cle  Guerre.  He  was 
made  a  freeman  of  the  City  of  New- 
castle. 

MacDONALD.— On  August  12,  Mr. 
George  MacLeod  MacDonald.  M.P.S., 
Melford  House.  Golspie.  Sutherland. 
Mr.  MacDonald  qualified  in  1951. 

MURPHY.— Suddenly  on  August 
14,  Mr.  James  Murphy.  M.P.S.N.I.. 
J. P.,  25  Church  Street,  Warrenpoint, 
CO.  Down,  Northern  Ireland.  Mr. 
Murphy,  who  qualified  in  1928,  had 
been   in   Warrenpoint  for  more  than 


thirty  years,  and  was  an  active  men 
ber  of  the  Newpoint  Players.  He 
survived   by  his   widow,   a   son  an 
daughter. 

THORNTON.— In  a  York  nursir 
home  on  August  13,  Mr.  Natha 
Thornton,  a  founder  and  a  director  c 
Thornton  &  Ross,  Ltd.  Linthwaiti 
Huddersfield,  aged  seventy-eight.  M 
Thornton  formed  the  company  wit 
Mr.  P.  E.  Ross  forty-six  years  agi 
A  Freemason,  he  was  also  for  man 
years  a  trustee  at  Parkwood  Methodi 
Church.  Before  an  amalgamation 
districts  in  1937  he  served  c| 
Golcar  urban  district  council  and  wd 
for  a  period  its  chairman.  A  widowe 
Mr.  Thornton  is  survived  by  a  son  an] 
a  daughter. 


PESTICIDES  BILL  AND  NEW  REGULATIONJ 

Voluntary  scheme  to  be  replaced 

control    the    sale,     containing  active  ingredients  that  haf 


PROPOSALS  to 

supply  or  importation  of  pesticides 
are  announced  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture.  The  intention  is  to  give  the 
Minister  powers  to  control  by  a  licen- 
sing scheme  and  to  prohibit  the  sale 
of  unlicensed  products  or  products  that 
do  not  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the 
licence. 

The  legislation  would  cover  the 
supply  and  labelling  of  pesticide  pro- 
ducts used  in  agriculture,  home  gar- 
ing,  food  storage  and  forestry,  and  in 
the  control  of  weeds.  A  single  measure 
is  proposed  that  would  cover  supply, 
use  and  residues  and  include  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Agriculture  (Poisonous 
Substances)  Act,  1952,  and  Farm  and 
Garden  Chemicals  Act,  1967,  and  re- 
place the  voluntary  Pesticides  Safety 
Precautions  Scheme.  The  proposals  in 
general  follow  the  recommendations 
made  by  the  Advisory  Committee  on 
Pesticides  and  Other  Toxic  Chemicals 
in  its  review  of  the  present  safety 
arrangements  for  the  use  of  toxic 
chemicals  in  agriculture  and  food 
storage.  The  Government  of  Northern 
Ireland  is  considering  the  need  of  such 
legislation.  It  is  also  proposed  to  invite 
the  Manx  authorities  to  make  suitable 
legislation. 

The  scheme  envisages  a  licensing 
authority  comprising  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Scotland.  Minister  of 
Health  and.  if  the  legislation  extends 
to  their  territory,  the  appropriate  minis- 
ters in  Northern  Ireland. 

The  Licensing  Authority  would  be 
advised  by  a  committee  similar  to  the 
present  advisory  committee  on  Pesti- 
cides and  Other  Toxic  Chemicals. 
There  would  also  be  a  scientific  sub- 
committee with  delegated  authority. 
Ministers  would  be  given  powers  to 
control  some  forms  of  misuse  of  pesti- 
cides and  to  require  the  keeping  of 
records  and  the  storage  of  some  pesti- 
cides under  lock  and  key.  They  would 
also  be  given  powers  to  impose  residue 
limits  for  certain  pesticides  in  any  crop 
including  unprocessed  grain  or  food- 
stuff whether  growing  or  in  store. 

Pesticide  products  containing  active 
ingredients,  whose  use  had  been  cleared 
under  existing  safety  schemes,  would  be 
granted  licences  based  on  the  agreed 
recommendations  of  safe  use.  Products 


been  in  use  a  number  of  years,  b^ 
which  had  not  yet  been  cleared  und( 
the  Pesticides  Safety  Precautioi 
Scheme,  would  also  be  granted  licence 
during  the  initial  period  but  the  Mini; 
try  states  that  the  Licensing  Authorii 
would  need  to  consider  whether  licei 
ces  should  be  issued  subject  to  revie 
or  renewal  within  a  specified  period. 

To  simplify  enforcement  it  would  t 
necessary  for  all  pesticide  products  t 
display  the  licence  number  on  th 
label.  It  is  proposed  that  the  provisior 
relating  to  supply  should  come  int 
force  3i  years  after  the  passing  of  th 
Bill,  but  that  the  requirement  to  pla( 
a  licence  number  on  the  label  of  exis 
ing  products  should  not  take  effec 
until  two  years  after  the  date  of  issu 
of  the  licence 

Copies  of  the  proposals  may  be  o\ 
tained  from  Mr.  E.  Davies,  Ministr 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Foo( 
Room  518,  Great  Westminster  Hous^ 
Horseferry  Road.  London,  S.W.I.  An5 
one  who  wishes  to  comment  on  th 
proposals  should  write  to  the  Assistar 
Secretary.  Food  Standards,  Science  an 
Safety  Division,  Room  436  at  th 
same  address,  as  soon  as  possible  an 
not  later  than  January  1,  1969. 

Proposed  New  Regulations 

Proposals  have  also  been  issued  by  th 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  regulatio 
under  the  Farm  and  Garden  Chemica 
Act,  1967  (which  forbids  the  sale  c 
most  pesticide  products  for  use  in  agr 
culture  or  in  gardens  unless  they  ar 
labelled  with  the  names  of  all  spec 
fied  ingredients  they  contain).  A  list 
the  active  ingredients  would  be  ir 
eluded  in  a  schedule  to  the  regula 
tions.  Under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feed 
ing  Stuffs  Regulations,  1968,  the  name 
of  pesticides  incorporated  in  fertiliser 
must  be  declared,  and  fertilisers  sche 
duled  in  those  regulations  are  there 
fore  exempted  from  the  proposed  ne\ 
regulations  as  are  products  for  expon 
Copies  of  the  proposals  may  be  ob 
tained  from  Food  Standards,  Scienc 
and  Safety  Division,  Ministry  of  Agri 
culture.  Fisheries  and  Food.  Grea 
Westminster  House,  Horseferry  Road 
London,  S.W.I  (telephone  01-834  8511 
ext.  6241).  Persons  wishing  to  com 
ment  on  the  proposals  should  writ 
to  the  Division  before  November  4 
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ARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 

Antibiotics  Suspension  for  Syrup. — 

izer,  Ltd.,  Sandwich,  Kent,  are  mak- 
g  generally  available  to  the  medical 
ofession  a  ready-prepared  oral  sus- 
nsion,  Vibramycin  syrup.  The  pro- 
ict  is  red  in  colour,  raspberry /apple 
voured  and  contains  the  equivalent 
50  mgm  of  doxycycline  base  in 
ch  5  mils.  The  product  is  offered  as 
ing  particularly  suitable  for  patients 
10  have  diflficulty  in  taking  capsules 
children  and  elderly  patients  espec- 
lly.  The  pack  is  a  bottle  of  30  mils. 


IN  NEW  PACK: 
Recently  redesigned 
container  in  which 
Normacol  (standard) 
is  issued  by  H.  R. 
Napp,  Ltd..  Hill  Farm 
Avenue,  Watford, 
Herts. 


Low-cost  Tetracycline. — A  range  of 
tracycline  hydrochloride  preparations, 
limed  to  cost  a  third  less  than  exist- 
g  brands,  has  been  introduced  by 
rk  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Catteshall 
ine,  Godalming,  Surrey,  under  the 
ime  Tetrachel.   The  range   is  being 

Iirketed  in  Britain  as  a  result  of  a 
 ence  negotiated   by   BCA  Pharma- 

luticals,  Ltd.,  with  Rachelle  Labora- 
>ries.  Inc.,  California,  United  States. 

comprises  tablets  of  250  mgm.  in 
icks  of  100  (trade  price  43s.  6d.)  and 
000  (420s.);  capsules  of  250  mgm.  in 
»0's  (46s.)  and  SOO's  (222s.  6d.),  and 
rup  containing  125  mgm.  in  each 
mils  in  pack  of  500  mils  (25s.  6d.). 

ODS 

New  "Junior"  Food  Variety. — Tru- 
od,  Ltd.,  London  Road,  Guildford, 
irrey,  are  adding  a  "ham  and  egg 
nner"  (jar  Is.  3d.)  to  their  "junior"' 
ods  range  of  baby  foods.  The  product 
made  from  diced  ham  and  scrambled 
;gs  mixed  with  selected  vegetables  in 
tasty  sauce  to  give  the  correct  consis- 
ncy  for  an  older  baby.  It  is  a 
ihemist  only"'  line.  Reintroduced  is 
berries  with  semolina"  Spoonfood 
r  lO^d.)  (withdrawn  because  of  the 
or  crop  in  1967). 


fr 


■VEETENERS 

One-at-a-time    Sweetener    Pack. — A 

lique  one-at-a-time  "dispenser"  pack 
IS    been    introduced    by  Burroughs 


Wellcome  &  Co.,  183  Euston  Road, 
London,  N.W.I,  for  their  Saxin  non- 
sugar  sweetener.  A  flick  of  the  thumb, 
with  the  "dispenser"  held  in  one  hand, 
turns  a  "wheel"  and  out  drops  one  of 
the  miniature  tablets,  the  remainder 
being  held  back  by  the  pack's  ingenious 
construction.  Flat  and  "non-spill,""  the 
pack  is  handy  for  pocket  or  hand  -bag. 

COSMETICS  AND  TOILETRIES 

New  Shades. — Miner's  waterproof 
"shiny  liner"  for  eye  make-up  is  now 
available  in  "soft  shiny"  colours, 
black  patent,  frosted  navy  and  frosted 
brown,  each  with  built-in  brush. 
Miner's  frosted  eye  shiner  is  in  five 
"fresh  flowery"  colours  (frosted  white, 
blue,  mauve,  turquoise  and  green). 
Makers  are  Myram  Picker,  Ltd.,  Hook 
Rise,  Kingston  By-pass,  Surbiton, 
Surrey. 

Eyelashes     in     Reusable     Pack. — 

Features  of  new  C2  eyelashes  pack 
(12s.   6d.)   of  Cardinelli    Beauty  Pro- 


ducts, Ltd.,  339  Green  Lanes,  London, 
N.4,  are  the  new  heavy  three-ply  lashes 
and  box  reusable  for  powder,  etc. 

Colour-restoring  Lotion. — The  Fack- 
tative  Co.,  Ltd.,  Woodley,  Ches,  are 
manufacturers  of  a  new  lotion  for  grey- 
haired  customers.  The  product,  Colour- 
bac  (18s.  6d.)  is  described  as  "not  a 
dye  but  a  lotion  to  restore  white  or 
greying  hair  to  its  natural  colour."  It 
is  used  both  for  men  and  women. 

Four  New  Products  in  Series. — In 
their  Masumi  perfume  series  Coty 
(England),  Ltd.,  Great  West  Road, 
Middlesex,  have  added  four  new 
luxury  products.  They  are  Masumi  bath 
cubes  (six  double  cubes  in  long  row, 
domino  fashion  13s.  6d);  soap  (three 
spherical  yellow  tablets  19s.  6d.);  dust- 
ing powder  (in  "space  capsule"  bowl 
with  tasselled  yellow  puff  35s.;  refill 
16s.);  and  spray  mist  for  after-bath  use 
(32s.  6d.). 

Now  in  Slim  Compact. — Creme  puff 
of  Max  Factor,  Hollywood  and  London 
(Sales),  Ltd,  16  Old  Bond  Street, 
London,  W.l,  till  now  in  star- 
studded  white  case,  is  being  issued 
henceforth  in  slim  compact  (6s.  lid.) 
in  the  Max  Factor  "house"  blue, 
featuring  a  gold  monogram.  The  flip- 
open  lid  has  a  round  mirror  but  the 
compact  is  almost  square-shaped  to 
fit  the  hand  when  open.  Slim  as  it  is 


the  new  compact  takes  a  full-size 
refill.  Also  introduced  is  a  new  shade 
of  creme  puff.  True  Beige. 

"Most  Relaxing  Bath  in  History." — 
Compounded  of  minerals,  herbs 
(chamomile,  hops,  elder,  lavender,  thyme 
and  fennel),  and  lanolin,  new-formula- 
tion Radox  in  new  packs  is  manufac- 
tured by  Nicholas  Products,  Ltd.,  225 
Bath  Road,  Slough,  Bucks.  The  product 
foams  if  added  while  the  bath  is  run- 
ning, gives  no  foam  if  added  when  the 


Fteiax  inaf 


^0. 

ftelax.....inaRadQxte{h 


bath  is  full.  The  new  packet  depicts  a 
romantic  lakeside  scene.  Three  colours 
(pink,  blue  and  green)  indicate  three 
perfumes,  three  water  colours  (bouquet 
in  pink  for  a  pearly  white  bath,  pine 
in  green  for  lake-green;  Cologne  in 
blue  for  Mediterranean  b'ue).  There 
are  two  sizes  of  pack  (3s.  3d.  and 
5s.  2d.). 

Reformulated  and  Repacked. —  Bryl- 
creem,  claimed  the  biggest-selling  hair- 
dressing  in  the  world,  has  been  reform- 
ulated by  the  makers,  Beecham  Toiletries 
Division,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford, 
Middlesex,  and  is  now  in  the  new 
bright-red  and  white  lightweight  packs 
shown.  The  new  tubs,  standard  (2s.  8d.) 
medium  (4s.)  and  large  (5s.  7d.)  and 
tube  (2s.  8d.)  have  been  launched  to 
the  trade  and  are  being  backed  by  an 
advertising  campaign  starting  August 
26  and  claimed  the  largest  ever  staged 
for  a  men"s  hairdressing  product,  with 
three  times  as  many  messages  on  tele- 
vision as  any  such  product  has  ever 
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had.  The  adver- 
tisements will 
stress  that  the 
product  when  ap- 
plied on  slightly 
dampened  hair, 
gives  clean  and 
natural  control 
lasting  all  day. 


YOUNGEST 
"BROTHER":  Item;, 
in  the  new  Old  Spice 
Burley  range  of  men's 
toiletries,  wKich  now 
joins  the  original  Old 
Spice  and  Old  Spice 
lime  series  of  Shulton 
(Great  Britain),  Ltd., 
100  Brompton  Road, 
London,  S.W.I. 


20-stone  capacity,  full  five-year  guara 
tee,  and  low  retail  price.  Model  201 
of  generous  size,  with  choice  of  pir 
blue,  primrose  or  black  mat  (55s.  llcji 


Third  "Old  Spice"  Fragrance. — Old 

Spice  original  fragrance  for  men  and 
Old  Spice  lime  have  been  joined  by 
Old  Spice  Burley,  which  the  makers, 
Shulton  (Great  Britain),  Ltd.,  100 
Brompton  Road,  London,  S.W.3,  des- 
cribe as  '"the  new,  contemporary 
fragrance— exciting  and  in  sophisti- 
cated, masculine  f»ackaging."  Burley 
is  a  high-quality  Kentucky  tobacco. 
The  mellow  colour  and  aroma  of  its 
leaf  are  reflected  in  the  packaging — 
after-shave  lotion  and  Cologne  in  a 
textured  amber  glass  bottle  that 
''reflects  the  deep  golden  colours  of 
the  rich  tobacco  leaf."  Burley  was 
formulated  "after  deep  study  of  what 
men  prefer  and  what  women  prefer 
on  men."  It  is  clean  and  fresh,  long- 
lasting  and  masculine  without  being 
obtrusive.  The  range  comprises  after- 
shave lotion  (lis.  9d.  and  17s.  6d.), 
Cologne  (15s.  6d.),  talcum  (10s.  6d.), 
aerosol  deodorant  (9s.  9d.)  and  gift  sets 
of  after-shave  lotion  and  talcum 
(23s.  Id.)  and  after-shave  lotion  and 
aerosol  deodorant  (22s.  4d.). 

Hair  Beauty  Trio. — Three  new  hair 
beauty  preparations  from  Wella 
(Great  Britain),  Ltd.,  Basingstoke, 
Hants,  are  Wella  shampoo  (Is.  lid.), 
conditioner  (3s  6d.)  and  hairset  (2s  6d.) 
Each  product  may  be  purchased  sep- 
arately or  in  a  pack  (6s.  lid.)  contain- 
ing the  three.  The  shampoo,  delicately 
perfumed,  is  available  as  two  easily 
identified  variants:  an  opalescent  pink 
for  normal  hair  and  an  amber  for  dry 
or  bleached  hair.  Each  bottle  contains 
enough  for  up  to  four  shampoos,  de- 
pending on  the  hair  length.  Wella  con- 
ditioner, claimed  to  put  life  and  bounce 
back  into  dry,  brittle  or  unmanageable 
hair,  is  in  a  bottle  containing  enough 
for  two  applications.  Wella  hairset, 
like  the  shampoo,  is  in  two  varieties, 
one  for  normal  and  the  other  for  dry 
or  bleached  hair,  each  in  bottle  con- 
taining enough  for  up  to  two  sets.  The 
labels  carry  the  red  rose  symbol. 

SUNDRIES 

Packs  of  New  Design. — Breaking 
with  tradition.  Dreamland  Appliances, 
Ltd.,  Shipyard  Estate,  Hythe,  South- 
ampton, Hants,  are  marketing  their 
new  standard-model  Dreamland  electric 
blanket  in  box  featuring  a  photograph 
of  the  sun  going  down  over  rippling 
waves.  Overall  colour  is  coral  pink, 


"giving  an  immediate  impression  of 
the  calm  and  tranquillity  associated  with 
restful  sleep."  Box  side  panels  clearly 
show  all  model  details,  including  code 
numbers.  Blanket  itself  is  in  reversible 
colours  of  pink  and  blue  and  with 
newly  designed  switch.  Model  FS 
(single-bed  size)  60  x  30  in.,  80  watts. 
£6  8s.  8d.;  model  FD  (double-bed  size) 
60  X  48  in.,  130  watts,  £8  15s.  2d. 
Another  Dreamland  package  that  makes 
a  departure  from  convention  is  that  for 
the      Dreamland  brocade/Courtelle 


SALTER  WEIGHER  MODEL  208 

Model  205  is  a  handy-size  lightwei 
bathroom  scale  (49s.  1  Id.)  black 
blue  mat  with  white  finish,  and  w 
carrying  handle.  Model  208  is  a  cc 
pact,  lightweight  scale  chrome-finisl 
(59s.  Ud.)  with  black  or  blue  n: 
plastic  carrying  handle. 

HORTICULTURAL  SPECIALITIES 

For  Autumn  Lawn  Care. — Proble 
of  fusarium  disease,  worm  casts 
rebuilding    lawn    "energy"  after 
season's  hard  wear  are  met  in  a  r 
product    Autumn    Toplawn    by  I 


covered  under-blanket  introduced  for 
the  first  time  in  1968.  The  box,  here 
shown,  is  based  on  the  unusual  treat- 
ment of  a  night  photograph  of  a  win- 
ter scene.  It  gives  an  instantaneous 
impression  of  the  kind  of  cold  night 
that  demands  the  comfort  of  an  electric 
blanket,  "creating  at  the  same  time  a 
feeling  of  security  stemming  from  the 
symbolic  solidity  of  the  tree."  The 
blanket  is  finished  in  a  rich  crimson 
and  gold  brocade  covering  on  one  side 
and  soft,  deep,  fleecy  Courtelle  on  the 
other.  Model  XLS  (single-bed  size) 
60  X  30  in.,  £11  7s.  lid.;  model  XLD 
(double-bed  size)  60  x  48  in., 
£14  2s.  2d.;  model  XLDD  (double-bed 
size  with  dual  control)  60  x  48  in., 
£17  7s.  4d. 

Three    New    Personal    Weighers. — 

"Three  new  slimline  ways  to  put  weight 
into  the  retailer's  bank  balance"  have 
been  launched  by  Geo.  Salter  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  West  Bromwich,  Staffs.  They  are 
three  personal  bathroom  scales  incor- 
porating clear  view,  easy-to-read  dial. 


Britannica  Industries,  Ltd.,  Britanrl 
House,  Waltham  Cross,  Herts.  Ifl" 
described  as  the  first-ever  compi 
autumn  lawn  treatment  and  contif 
quintozene  fungicide,  rotenone  (to 
sure  cast-free  conditions  till  spring)  ' 
a  controlled-release  fertiliser.  I 


CHEQUES  FOR  WINNERS:  Mr 
Durrant  (marketing  manager  of  Dor 
Gray,  Ltd.)  presents  the  winning  cheque 
th-e  conipany's  recent  **Christeii  a  Lipst 
contest  to  Mr*.  Joan  Salthouse,  Str( 
Staffs,  and  Mr.  W.  Clement  (managei 
Birmingham's  "big  top"  branch  of  Bi 
Ltd.). 
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United 


Change  (rf  Distributor. — Farillon, 
Ad.,  Chesham  Close,  Romford,  Essex, 
re  now  the  distributors  for  Labora- 
joires  Chibret,  France,  whose  speciality 
termedine  is  again  available  (in  5-mil 
ophthalmic  drop  vial,  15s.  4d.). 

An    Intermediate    Size. — Following 
equests  from  trade  and  consumers, 
Tnicliffe,  Ltd.,  Unimart  House,  Stonar, 
.  Sandwich,  Kent,  have  introduced  a 


M-oz.  size  of  TCP  liquid  antiseptic 
][3s.  5d.)  in  addition  to  the  existing  2-oz. 
Imd  8-oz.  sizes.  Display  outer  holds 
liwelve. 

Distribution   and   Price   Changes. — 

White    Laboratories,     Ltd.,  Penarth 
treet,  London,  S.E.I 5,  on  September 
are  taking  over  the  distribution  of 
een-a-mint  chewing  gum  laxative  and 
spergum  aspirin  chewing  gum.  Dis- 
lensing  packs  of  Aspergum  250's  will 
ontinue  to  be  available  from  Vestric, 
td.    (continuing    previous  practice), 
ut  other  sizes  will  be  obtainable  from 
holesalers  or  direct  from  the  com- 
ny.    New   prices    also    apply  from 
eptember   1    (see   Cumulative  Price 
hanges  Supplement). 

Formulation  Change.  —  Sandoz  Pro- 
ucts,   Ltd.,   23   Great   Castle  Street, 
ondon,   WIN    8AE,    announce  that 
[Femergin  ampoules,  which  previously 
contained  0.25  mgm.  (250  microgm.)  in 
5  mils,  will  in  future  contain  that 
uantity  of  substance  in   1   mil  thus 
[conforming  with  ergotamine  injection, 
B.P.  1968.  Patients  should  be  reminded 
to  inject  double  the  volume  of  the  new 
solution  to  provide  the  same  dose  of 
ergotamine.  In  order  to  avoid  confu- 
sion with  the  0  5  mgm.  (500  microgm.) 
in  1-mil  strength,  a  yellow  band  has 
been  added  under  the  product  name  on 
the  outer  carton  containing  the  new 
ampoules  (25-microgm.  per  mil).  250- 
microgm.  Femergin  is  henceforth  being 
packed  in  printed  ampoules. 

Holiday  Closings 

Bank  Holiday  closing  for  most  manu- 
facturers is  from  normal  closing  time 
on  Friday  August  30  until  normal 
opening  time  on  Tuesday,  September 
3.  The  following  special  arrangements 
have  been  notified:  — 


Beecham  Ethical  Distributors, 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex. 
Telephone  answering  service  may  be 
used  for  urgent  orders  for  Beecham 
Research  Laboratories  and  Bencard 
products  for  processing  immediately 
office  reopens.  Emergency  supplies  from 
John  Bell  and  Croyden,  50  Wigmore 
Street,  London,  W.l. 

Upjohn,  Ltd.,  Fleming  Way,  Crawley, 
Sussex.  Emergency  supplies  from  John 
Bell  and  Croyden. 

Bonus  Offers 

E.  C.  De  Witt  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Cherry 
Orchard  Road,  Croydon,  Placidex 
syrup.  Forty-two  invoiced  as  thirty- 
six. 

Pan  Britannica  Industries,  Ltd., 
Waltham  Cross,  Herts.  Autumn  Top- 
lawn.  Bag  for  1,200  sq.  ft.  free  with 
order  for  ten  PBI  packs  selected  from 
six  autumn-selling  products  and  in- 
cluding three  Autumn  Toplawn. 

Wella  (Great  Britain),  Ltd., 
Basingstoke,  Hants.  Wella  Shampoo, 
conditioner  and  hair  set  at  saving  of 
19s.  6d.  on  cost  price  (excluding  tax) 
of  parcel  of  6  doz.  mixed. 

Premium  Offers 

HoRLiCKS,  Ltd.,  Slough,  Bucks.  Royal 
bathroom  scales  at  saving  o£  16s.  7d.  in  return 
for  coupon  on  reverse  side  of  label  of  1-lb. 


size  Horlicks.  So  long  as  supplies  last. 
Kingdom  only. 

Kimberly-Clark,  Ltd.,  Larkfield,  nr.  Maid- 
stone, Kent.  Delsey  toilet  tissue.  Six  Corgi 
books  free,  in  return  for  five  Delsey  proofs 
of  purchase  (including  four  of  special-offer 
packs).  Till  December  31. 

SoPHiSTiQUE,  Ltd.,  New  Road,  Winsford, 
Ches.  Top  Note  hairspray.  Top  Note  shampoo 
sachet  with  each  140-gm.  size  purchased. 


SMALL  PHARMACY,  BIG  PRIZE:  Mr.  C. 
Goldstein,  whose  pharmacy  in  Cale  Street, 
Chelsea,  is  only  16  ft.  square,  surprised  him- 
self by  winning  a  prize  in  the  Milk  of 
Magnesia  holiday  competition  organised  by  the 
Phillips,  Scott  ■&  Turner  Co.,  2  St.  Mark's 
Hill,  Surbiton,  Surrey.  Prize  was  a  holiday  for 
two  in  Teneriffe  (Canary  Islands)  or  £150  in 
cash.  Mr.  Goldstein  chose  cash.  Mr.  Golil- 
stein  is  convinced  the  tiny  pharmacy  (his  own 
was  even  smaller  at  one  time)  is  the  best 
business  to  be  in.  "You  can  personalise  your 
service  to  customers  and  people  come  back 
if  they   feel  you   care  about   their  troubles." 


PACKAGING  NOTES 


Protection  in  Transit. — Plastic  pack- 
ages that  are  almost  unbreakable  and 
most  economical  have  been  developed 
by  Europak,  Ltd.,  Jason's  Keep,  Islet 
Road,  Maidenhead,  Berks.  The  packs 
are  offered  not  only  as  attractive  con- 
tainers printed  appropriately  for  the 
intended  contents  but  also  as  requiring 
the  minimum  of  packaging  labour.  The 
containers,  all  with  tight-fitting  clo- 
sures, may  be  sent  through  the  post 
without  paper  wrappers  and  bearing 
only  label  (preferably  of  self-adhesive 
type),  stamp  and,  if  desired,  sealing 
tape  reinforcing  the  fit  of  the  closure. 
A  large  standard  range  of  round  con- 
tainers are  produced  which  are  readily 


handled  on  automatic  filling  machines. 
The  company  also  offer  measuring 
spoons  or  beakers  in  plastics. 

Pilferproof    Packs    for    All. — The 

pilferproof  plastic  containers  recently 
announced  further  products  by  Smith 
Kline  &  French,  Ltd.  (see  C.  &  D., 
June  8,  p.  513)  are  being  made 
generally  available  from  mid-October 
by  the  plastics  division  of  Johnsen  and 
Jorgensen,  Ltd.,  Herringham  Road, 
Charlton,  London,  S.E.7.  Marketed 
under  the  name  Securitainer,  they  are 
in  a  range  of  ten  standard  metric  sizes 


approximately  1  oz.  to  20  oz.  in 
capacity.  The  Securitainer  is  injection- 
moulded  in  polypropylene  and  has  a 
low-density  polythene  closure  incorpor- 
ating a  tear  strip  round  the  lower  edge 
of  the  cap  which  cannot  be  opened  until 
the  tear  strip  has  been  removed.  The  cap 
then  becomes  a  slip  lid.  Container  and 
closure  are  self-coloured  and  may  be 
made  to  match  almost  any  colour 
scheme  for  brand  or  company  identifi- 
cation. In  addition  to  its  advantages  for 
dangerous  products  the  container 
should  be  of  interest  to  exporters  faced 
with  the  problems  of  transit  pilferage, 
product  adulteration  and  "passing-off" 
in  overseas  countries. 


THROUGH  THE 
POST:  One  of  the  new 
Europak  containers 
posted  without  wrap- 
ping other  than  seal- 
ing tape  round  the  lid. 
Even  that  may  not 
have    been  necessary. 


TRANSPORT  NOTES 

An  Engine  With  More  Power. — In 

developing  a  new  lightweight  diesel 
engine  with  turbine.  Ford  Motor  Co., 
Ltd.,  Brentwood,  Essex,  have  increased 
its  brake  horse  power  from  128  at 
2,800  revolutions  f>er  minute  to 
150  b.h.p.  at  2,400  r.p.m.  The  turbine, 
which  is  exhaust-driven,  is  coupled  to 
an  air  compressor  to  boost  the  flow  of 
air  to  the  combustion  chamber,  thus 
improving  the  rate  of  combustion.  The 
new  engine  is  optionally  available  in 
the  Ford  heavy  truck. 
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Correspondence 


Letters  when  received  must  bear  the  name 
for  publication.  Tbe  Editor  does  not  hold 

A  Fair  Offer 

Sir, — If  any  chemist  contractor  in 
Essex  has  similar  views  to  those  of 
"Pharmacist"  (C.  &  D..  August  17, 
p.  144),  I  will,  as  a  member  of  the 
Essex  Pharmaceutical  Committee,  be 
pleased  to  call  on  him  and  discuss 
any  grievances  he  may  have. 

M.  E.  James, 
8  Furtherwick  Parade, 
Canvey  Island,  Essex 

Help  Frowned  Upon 

Sir, — Miss  Enid  Lucas-Smith  says 
"Having  made  the  scheme  work"  we 
may  claim  we  are  "responsible  profes- 
sional people."  In  this  rural  area,  with 
infrequent  bus  services  to  a  few  places 
and  none  in  others,  the  local  doctors 
and  myself  have  endeavoured  to  make 
the  present  scheme  work  by  signing 
as  patient's  representative  for  those  who 
have  left  their  reading  glasses  at  home, 
the  illiterate  itinerant  fruit  pickers,  the 
very  deaf,  the  housebound  who  send 
child  messengers,  etc.,  probably  about 
1  per  cent,  of  total  and  no  dispute  as 
to  validity  of  claim.  However,  we  have 
been  informed  that  our  help  is  frowned 
upon  by  the  powers  that  be.  Evidently 
we  are  not  expected  to  give  a  service 
or  act  as  responsible  professional 
people,  but  our  role  should  be  the 
same  as  the  civil  service,  i.e.,  kick 
the  public  around  just  as  the  Health 
Ministry  kick  us. 

W.  Hook, 
Teynham,  Kent 

Figures  Provided 

Sir, — The  widespread  complaints 
over  the  prescription-charge  exemption 
scheme  would  surely  carry  more  weight 
if  we  produced  some  figures.  I  have 
run  a  short  time-check  on  the  extra 
work  involved,  and  find  that  128  items 
required  forty  minutes"  extra  work. 
During  that  time  I  had  one  unqualified 
assistant  dispensing  approximately  the 
same  number  of  items  as  myself.  The 
check  has  just  been  completed  (mid- 
August),  almost  at  the  end  of  the 
"acclimatisation  period,"  so  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  calculate  on  the  basis  of 
the  halfpenny  per  item  that  will  soon 
obtain.  On  that  basis  the  yield  would 
be  5s.  4d.  for  forty  minutes"  work, 
or  8s.  per  hour.  My  overheads,  ex- 
cluding wages,  are  approximately  6s. 
per  hour,  which  is  3s.  for  my  share, 
leaving  5s.  per  hour  for  wages  (ex- 
cluding extra  work  involved  in  sorting). 
I  would  be  interested  to  see  results  of 
similar  checks  in  other  pharmacies. 
We  should  then  have  some  facts  to 
work  on.  The  number  of  correctly 
completed  scripts  being  received  now 
seems  little  better  than  at  the  beginning 
of  the  scheme.  People  are  not  learning, 
and  I  don't  expect  any  miracle  on 
September  1  whereby  the  poor-of-sight 
or  hard-of-hearing  will  be  cured,  the 
illiterates  become  scholars,  or  the  fail- 
ing faculties  of  the  aged  be  restored. 
These  patients,  with  whom  I  have  every 
sympathy,  will  continue  to  need  us  to 
do  the  job  for  them.  And,  of  course, 


and  address  of  the  sender,  not  necessarily 
himself  responsible  for  the  views  expressed. 

they  have  had  the  job  done  for  them 
by  the  pharmacist,  and  now  seem  to 
think  that  it  is  his  duty  to  carry  on 
doing  it.  Again,  instead  of  merely 
complaining  about  the  present  layout 
of  the  form,  let  us  put  forward  con- 
crete suggestions,  so  that  in  the  end 
the  Contractors'  Committee  can  put 
forward  a  layout  for  approval  by  the 
Ministry,  rather  than  vice  versa. 
Obviously  the  print  must  be  the  largest 
and  blackest  possible.  I  would  also 
suggest  that  the  various  exempt  cate- 
gories should  be  put  each  on  a  separate 
line,  with  a  box  at  the  end,  so  that, 
instead  of  all  this  deletion,  the  patient 
can  just  put  a  tick  where  appropriate. 
Name  and  address  should  be  unneces- 
sary where  the  patient  signs  his  own 
form.  Perhaps  we  should  enrol  the 
assistance  of  the  writers  of  Polaroid 
camera  instructions.  These  are  written 
on  the  assumption  that  the  customer 
knows  nothing  about  anything.  Let's 
have  the  same  degree  of  simplicity  on 
EC  10s. 

T.  White, 
Barnsley 

Against  Petty  Tyranny 

Sir, — In  your  editorial  Council 
Co-optation  (C.  &  D.,  August  17,  p.  144) 
you  suggest  that  those  who  voted  for 
Mr.  Levy  were  misguided.  In  suppor- 
ting Mr.  Levy  I  was  voting  against 
something  (as  I  suspect  did  most  of 
those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Levy)  and  that 
is  petty  tyranny.  We  have  an  example 
of  it  in  a  report  on  p.  1 38  of  this 
week's  C.  &  D.,  where  a  member  is 
fined  £15  for  handing  back  a  partly 
dispensed  Schedule  4  prescription.  Of 
course  he  should  have  kept  it.  More- 
over he  ought  to  have  known  that  he 
should  have  kept  it.  But  that  is  all  he 
did  wrong.  Had  he  handed  out  thou- 
sands of  "purple  hearts"  I  could  have 
understood  a  fine  or  imprisonment 
even,  but  to  fine  him  severely  for  mis- 
takenly handing  back  a  prescription  that 
he  ought  to  have  kept,  that  is  indeed 
making  far  too  much  of  what  Lord 
Parker  would  more  than  likely  class 
as  a  "trivial  offence."  And  to  think 
that  our  own  Society  dragged  him  into 
court!  That  is  what  Mr.  Levy  was 
against,  and  what  I  am  against,  too, 
in  supporting  him. 

J.  T.  Marriott, 
Hemel  Hempstead,  Herts 

Penny  Insult 

Sir, — T  feel  I  must  reply  to  Mrs. 
Enid  Lucas-Smith  (C.  &  D.,  August  17, 
p.  144),  although  I  thought  I  had  made 
some  commonsense  observations  to 
which  I  believe  90  per  cent,  of  retail 
pharmacists  would  subscribe  (the  re- 
maining 10  per  cent,  being  our  nego- 
tiators, our  office-holders  and  our 
would-be  pharmaceutical  politicians). 
The  scheme,  says  Mrs.  Lucas-Smith,  is 
"ill  advised  in  conception  and  abys- 
mally stupid  in  practice,"  yet  she  goes 
on  to  say  that  to  refuse  outright  to 
work  it  would  be  anarchy.  Just  how 
much  further  must  the  screws  be  turned 
on   us  before  we  cry  halt?   If  non- 


acceptance  is  anarchy  then  surely  b 
now  the  whole  of  the  medical  pre 
fession  should  be  in  the  Siberian  sa 
mines,  for  the  number  of  times  the 
have  said  "No"  would  arouse  env 
in  the  Russian  delegation  to  the  Unite 
Nations.  Mrs.  Lucas-Smith  says  furth{ 
that  we  cannot  ask  for  threepence,  sii 
pence,  etc.,  without  producing  fac 
and  figures.  Right,  then  examine  thes 
For  each  script,  including  extra  sortin; 
explanation,  writing  time,  etc.  (2 
minutes  the  minimum)  one  penn; 
wages  for  same  (Is.  8d.  to  2s.  4d.  p( 
hour)  one  shilling.  That  is  the  relati^ 
value  Mrs.  Lucas-Smith  places  on  oi 
services.  Would  any  or  the  civil  se 
vants  who  planned  the  present  fiasc 
work  for  that  amount?  would  any  < 
the  sub-postmasters  who  cash  tl 
EC57's  accept  it?  If  we  cannot  demar 
(and  I  fail  to  see  why  we  cannot 
trade-union  negotiators  do,  doctors  d 
my  television  engineer  does)  then  y\ 
should  revert  back  to  our  notion 
salary,  however  inadequate  that  m; 
be.  and  work  out  two  or  three  minute 
work  at  that  rate.  Personally  I  wou 
not  waste  my  time:  to  me  it  is  st 
a  penny  insult  no  matter  who  tri 
to  explain  it  away.  Mrs.  Lucas-Smi 
wants  us  to  work  and  appear  a  pr 
fessional  body.  We  must  be  gentlem< 
when  crumbs  are  thrown  to  us  to  ma 
our  bread.  Tell  me  someone,  how  mu( 
lower  must  we  sink  and  to  whom  mu 
we  crawl?  For  my  part  I  would  suppo 
any  action  group  or  any  really  intere 
ted  body  that  would  demand  an  auc 
ence  with  their  M.P.  (as  was  advis< 
in  a  previous  letter  in  the  C.  &  D 
Remember,  we  are  badgering  peop 
who  are  old,  sick  or  very  young.  The 
must  surely  be  one  M.P.  in  the  count 
who  could  see  the  light  and  champic 
our  just  cause.  Don't  let  us  all  lea 
it  to  our  "honoured"  negotiatoi 
Therefore  I  sign  myself  again  with  n 
do-it-yourself  recognition. 

Sir  Pressed 
P.S.  Mrs  Enid  Lucas-Smith,  your  pi 
at  the  end  of  your  letter  is  extreme 
old  hat.  It  has  never  worked  and  nev 
will.  We  must  win  this  round  with  t 
Ministry.  Then  we  can  take  on  oth 
people  who  cash  in  so  easily  on  o 
weakness  and  disunity. 

Poser  Solution 

Correct  rendering  of  last  weel 
problem  prescription  was  "Senok 
granules.  Sig.  Dr.  1  or  dr.  2  nocte." 

N.H.S.  STATISTICS 

In  Bristol  during  April  215,0: 
prescriptions  (137,068  forms)  were  di 
pensed.  Total  cost  was  £115,7- 
averaging  I29-I9d.  per  prescription. 

Contractors  in  Coventry  dispensi 
154,788  (102,269  forms)  during  Apr 
Total  cost  was  £76,731,  an  average 
118'97d.  per  prescription. 

Contractors  in  Southend-on-Se 
Essex  during  January  dispenst 
112,494  prescriptions  (71.380  form 
at  a  cost  of  £60.399  (average  total  co 
per  prescription  128  86d.). 

In  Leicester  during  April  144,5 
prescriptions  (90,618  forms)  were  d 
pensed  at  a  total  cost  of  £83,73 
Average  cost  per  prescription  " " 
13901d. 
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International  Aspects  of  Health 

HE  July  issue  of  the  World  Health  Organisation 
ronicle,  which  is  devoted  to  a  review  of  the  second 
n  years  of  the  Organisation  (it  was  founded  in  1948) 
ntains  a  foreword  by  the  Director-General  (Dr.  M.  G. 
ndau)  in  which  he  forecasts  three  areas  that  will  be 
gled  out  for  special  attention  by  W.H.O.  in  the 
ture. 

They  are  the  education  and  training  of  personnel,  not 
y  to  increase  numbers,  but  also  to  improve  the 
ntent  of  curricula  and  to  adapt  them  to  national  needs; 
e  demand  for  collaboration  in  the  acquisition  and 
mmunication  of  knowledge;  and  the  demand  for 
^sistance  to  countries  under  development,  either  in 
neral,  such  as  the  development  of  health  services, 
specifically  in  the  eradication  of  such  diseases  as 
lalaria  and  smallpox.  A  ten-year  campaign  against  the 
tter  disease  was  begun  in  1967  and  the  Organisation 
IS  been  instrumental  in  organising  a  vaccine  "depot" 
I  Geneva  from  which  supplies  can  be  rushed  to  areas 
f  epidemic  at  short  notice.  Whooping  cough  is  another 
isease  that  has  received  attention. 
In  the  pharmaceutical  field  the  Chronicle  reviews  the 
chievements  of  the  past  ten  years  in  quality  control  of 
harmaceutical  substances  and  in  the  publication  of 
andards  and  specifications.  It  points  out  that  the  In- 
rnational  Pharmacopoeia,  whose  second  edition  gives 
jecifications  for  the  identity  and  purity  of  555  phar- 
laceutical  preparations,  and  whose  annexes  describe 
lany  modern  physicochemical  methods  of  quality  con- 
"ol,  was  produced  after  lengthy  discussions  with  such 
odies  as  the  World  Medical  and  the  International 
harmaceutical  Federations.  Another  W.H.O.  activity 
as  been  to  recommend  international  non-proprietary 
ames  for  many  substances  and  so  to  reduce  the  con- 
sion  that  exists  when  the  same  drug  is  prescribed 
nder  a  variety  of  names.  More  than  2,000  of  such 
iternational  names  have  been  proposed,  and  selection 
ided  by  national  nomenclature  committees  acting  as 
ntermediaries  with  the  manufacturers. 

Other  aspects  in  which  the  W.H.O.  has  been  active 
aclude  the  problems  of  drug  safety,  drug  dependence 
nd  abuse,  and  food  additives.  In  the  last-named  the 
o-operation  of  the  Food  and  Agricultural  Organisation 
las  been  sought  and  obtained.  The  July  edition  of  the 
Chronicle  also  gives  photographs  of  the  presidents  of 
he  World  Health  Assembly  during  the  years  1958-68, 
ncluding  that  of  Sir  John  Charles  (Great  Britain  and 
Northern  Ireland)  who  was  president  of  the  twelfth 
Vorld  Health  Assembly  in  1959. 


us 


Licences  For  Pesticide  Supply? 

Proposals  for  legislation  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  (see  p.  162)  would 
require  licences  of  approval  before  selling,  supplying  or 
importing  pesticide  products  for  use  in  agriculture,  in 
home  gardens  or  m  food  storage. 

In  many  respects  the  proposed  Pesticides  Bill  is 
analogous  to  the  Medicines  Bill  now  before  Parliament. 
In  both  pieces  of  legislation  mandatory  requirements 
are  replacing  voluntary  arrangements.  There  appears  to 
be,  however,  an  important  difference  in  one  aspect.  The 
details  concerning  pesticides  have  been  made  public, 
whereas  much  of  the  information  concerning  the  Medi- 
cines Bill  was  "confidential"  and  little  was  released 
until  the  Government's  White  Paper  and  the  text  of  the 
Bill  were  issued. 

The  control  of  veterinary  medicines  is  one  of  the 
matters  provided  for  in  the  Medicines  Bill.  The  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  point  out  that  most  additives  to  feeding 
stuffs  and  pesticides  used  against  cndoparasites  and 
most  ectoparasites  of  animals  where  the  substances  are 
administered  to  animals  are  served  by  the  Bill.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  Pesticides  Bill  is  to  control  the  supply  of 
pesticide  and  other  veterinary  products  that  do  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  Medicines  Bill.  It  is  also 
proposed  to  take  powers  to  require  precautions  against 
poisoning  to  be  observed  by  those  who  apply  certain 
veterinary  products  and  against  burns  by  those  who 
apply  pesticide  products  that  are  corrosive  rather  than 
poisonous. 

The  proposed  legislation  embraces  a  licensing  pro- 
cedure and  provides  powers  for  the  control  of  labelling, 
in  particular  to  require  the  insertion  of  standard  warn- 
ing and  cautionary  phrases  on  labels  as  set  out  in  the 
terms  of  a  licence.  The  Bill  would  also  give  Ministers 
power  to  make  regulations  controlling  advertisements 
and  to  prevent  the  use  of  objectionable  or  misleading 
names.  The  misuse  of  certain  kinds  of  pesticides  would 
become  an  offence,  and  commercial  users  would  be  re- 
quired to  keep  records  of  the  use  and  purchases  of 
pesticides. 

The  Ministry  has  decided  that,  in  order  to  simplify 
enforcement,  it  would  be  necessary  for  all  pesticide 
products  to  bear  a  licence  number  on  labels.  It  is  recog- 
nised that  manufacturers  would  require  at  least  eighteen 
months"  notice  in  order  to  be  able  to  comply  with  label- 
ling requirements,  and  that  time  would  also  be  required 
to  clear  wholesalers'  and  retailers'  stocks.  The  Ministry 
is  therefore  suggesting  that  the  supply  provisions  should 
not  come  into  full  force  until  three  and  a  half  years 
after  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  but  that  the  requirement 
to  place  the  licence  number  on  the  label  of  existing 
products  should  not  take  effect  until  two  years  after  the 
date  of  issue  of  the  licence. 

As  with  the  Medicines  Bill,  no  final  judgment  on  the 
Pesticide  Bill  can  be  made  until  the  detailed  provisions 
become  available,  but  in  the  light  of  present  public 
opinion,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  need  for  some  guid- 
ance and  controls  to  avoid  the  widespread  misuse  of 
pesticides  and  the  protection  of  those  who  use  them, 
there  is  unlikely  to  be  any  criticism  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Ministry,  though  there  could  be  some  argument 
about  the  need  to  jettison  a  voluntary  scheme  and  sub- 
stitute a  mandatory  arrangement  so  far  as  it  concerns 
the  testing  and  approving  of  pesticides.  That,  however, 
is  only  one  aspect  of  the  Bill. 
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"OPEN  SHOP" 

An  unscripted  commentary  on  the  special 
problems  of  the  pharmacist  in  general  practice 
By  E.  C.  TENNER 


IT  was  with  a  considerable  amount  of  satisfaction  and 
also  of  relief  that  I  opened  my  paper  a  few  evenings  ago 
to  read  that  the  Prices  and  Incomes  Board  had  given  to 
the  profit  margins  on  "patent"  medicines  what  I  suppose  must 
be  described  as  being  as  near  to  a  clean  bill  of  health  as 
that  august  body  ever  allows  itself  to  give.  I  can  reveal 
that  this  matter  was  thrust  upon  the  N.P.U.  Executive  and 
staff  at  literally  twenty-four  hours'  notice,  and  all  praise 
must  be  given  to  them  for  producing  at  such  short  notice 
the  mass  of  detailed  evidence  required  to  convince  the 
Board.  My  personal  opinion,  of  course,  is  that  "patent" 
medicines  are  still  far  too  cheap.  When  one  compares  their 
small  rise  in  price,  often  not  as  much  as  double  pre-war, 
even  including  purchase  tax,  with  the  rise  in  all  our  busi- 
ness costs  and  of  the  various  personal  items  which  we  are 
compelled  to  buy,  it  becomes  obvious  that  at  least  a 
doubling  of  present  prices  is  required  to  put  us  on  even 
terms  with  most  other  businesses. 

One  might  reasonably  have  thought  that  of  all  people  the 
N.P.U.  would  have  shown  some  practical  knowledge  of  the 
manner  in  which  boxes  are  usually  stored  on  stockroom 
shelves.  For  their  information  I  will  bring  to  their  notice  the 
fact  that  endemic  shortage  of  space  demands  that  in  most 
cases  that  is  "end  on."  Might  I  suggest  that  they  look  at 
their  rose-hip  syrup  cartons.  They  will  find  that  they  are 
labelled  on  the  side  so  that  when  stored  "end  on,"  they 
give  no  indication  as  to  the  contents. 

Metric  For  Medicines,  Apothecaries  for  Poisons 

This  afternoon  I  was  checking  my  bottle  stocks  with  a 
view  to  placing  an  order  with  my  usual  suppliers  who  are, 
I  suppose,  one  of  the  largest  suppliers  of  bottles  in  Britain. 
Attached  to  the  N.P.U.  stock-control  card  was  a  letter  from 
the  suppliers  giving  details  of  the  new  metric  sizes  of  medi- 
cine bottles — note  medicine  bottles — but  no  mention  what- 
ever of  poison  bottles.  Must  we  conclude  that  there  is  no 
intention  of  producing  poison  bottles  in  metric  sizes?  This 
change-over,  which  we  are  expected  to  face  in  the  near 
future,  will  be  difficult  enough  without  our  having  to  work 
in  one  imit  for  medicaments  and  another  unit  for  non- 
medicaments.  Already  we  have  had  some  of  our  local 
doctors  trying  to  write  prescriptions  in  metric  amounts  and 
to  say  the  least,  some  peculiar  quantities  have  appeared  on 
the  forms.  In  an  effort  to  regularise  the  position  we  have 
from  our  pharmacy,  written  to  each  doctor  on  this  subject 
enclosing  with  the  letter  a  list  in  column  form  showing  the 
metric  size  bottles  together  with  an  indication  of  the 
equivalent  size  in  the  old  imperial  bottles.  That  has  actually 
had  some  effect  on  a  few  of  the  doctors,  but  I  fear  that  it 
will  take  many  months  of  concentrated  effort  to  educate 
some  of  the  others.  One  of  our  problems  is,  as  usual,  the 
ridiculous  attitude  of  many  manufacturers  on  this  matter. 
Some  few  weeks  ago  I  pointed  out  to  one  of  my  doctor 
friends  that,  despite  the  list  which  I  had  sent  him,  he  was 
persisting  in  ordering  some  items  in  125-mil  quantities, 
others  in  120-mil,  etc.,  none  of  these  being  sizes  on  the 
list.  His  reply  was  that  he  really  thought  he  was  helping  me 
by  ordering  those  amounts  since  they  were  the  amounts 
shown  in  the  various  makers'  leaflets.  Against  that  reply  I 
could  not  argue.  I  had,  however,  to  proceed  to  enlighten 
him  to  the  fact  that,  whilst  such  sizes  were  made,  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  for  economic  reasons,  demanded  that 
pharmacists  should  supply  from  bulk  packs,  and  would  he 
please  ignore  the  makers'  leaflets.  In  the  face  of  those 
experiences  I  would  suggest  that  it  would  only  be  reason- 


able for  manufacturers  to  assist  us  to  the  utmost  in  t 
difficult  problem  of  change-over  making  their  packs 
correspond  with  the  new  metric  medicine  bottle  sizes  at 
earliest  possible  moment. 

Nightmare  at  First  Hand 

Owing  to  lack  of  a  full-time  assistant  pharmacist  durir 
the  past  eighteen  months,  I  have  seen  little  of  the  servi 
counter.  Recently  I  have  managed  to  obtain  assistance  am 
with  my  senior  counter  assistant  away  on  holiday,  I  ha 
spent  a  good  deal  of  time  in  the  front  shop  these  past  tw 
weeks.  Previously  my  experience  of  the  horror  that  h-- 
been  thrust  upon  us  by  the  prescription  charges  ha 
been  confined  to  what  seemed  to  be  a  continual  interrupti 
of  my  work  in  being  called  upon  to  adjudicate  on  t 
many  queries  that  arose.  Now  I  am  much  more  fully  awa 
of  the  difficulties  facing  a  counter  assistant  in  a  busy  di 
pensing  pharmacy.  I  am  now  of  the  confirmed  opinion  th" 
as  regards  form-filling,  at  least  50  per  cent,  of  our  patie" 
are  half-wits,  illiterate,  non-English-speaking  immigrants- 
deaf,  blind  or  have  forgotten  their  glasses,  or  just  simpl 
"don't  know  how  to  do  it,  please  do  it  for  me."  I  wou" 
pay  a  personal  tribute  to  all  those  patient  assistants  of  ou 
who  have  already  stood  two  months  of  this  daily  nightma- 
and  on  their  behalf  I  would  appeal  to  both  the  Centr 
N.H.S.  Committee  and  the  Ministry  to  make  haste 
rid  us  of  this  stupid  interim  scheme.  I  have  an  awfi 
feeling  that  the  Ministry  would  like  to  substitute  the  wo" 
"permanent"  for  "interim."  That  must  be  resisted  at  a 
costs.  I  also  have  a  firm  conviction  that  the  charges  a- 
damaging  our  counter  trade  as  well  as  our  dispensin 
Time  spent  on  filling-in  forms  is  time  lost  for  selling  goo 
just  as  money  paid  in  prescription  charges  is  money 
longer  available  for  buying  goods. 

Past  Masters  in  Negotiations 

To  conclude,  I  give  a  really  astonishing  piece  of  nev 
taken  from  the  August  issue  of  the  periodical  Sub-Pos 
master:  "We  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  this  journal  thi 
we  had  rejected  an  offer  of  threepence  halfpenny  for  ea 
form  EC57  encashed.  I  am  glad  to  report  that,  as  a  resu 
of  further  negotiations,  the  Post  Office  have  now  agreed 
pay  sixpence  for  each  form  encashed."  You  can  we 
imagine  the  comments  which  I  made  when  I  read  this.  Froi 
a  colleague  who  is  both  sub-postmaster  and  pharmacist 
understand  that  the  efl:ort  involved  is  somewhat  less  tha 
half  of  that  entailed  in  dealing  with  the  average  prescri 
tion  form.  When  discussing  the  matter  we  really  did  n 
know  whether  to  laugh  at  or  be  indignant  about  the  effor 
of  our  own  negotiators.  Perhaps  the  best  idea  would  be 
turn  the  whole  of  our  N.H.S.  negotiations  over  to  the  sul 
postmasters'  federation  on  a  commission  basis. 

NEW  FILMS 

"Dirt  Costs  Mon^" 

CYGNET  FILMS  for  Applied  Chemicals,  Ltd.,  Salisbui 
Road,  Industrial  Estate,  Uxbridge,  Middlesex.  16-e 
Although  this  new  film  has  been  planned  to  promo 
the  company's  range  of  equipment  and  chemicals  fc 
both  production  and  maintenance  cleaning,  the  fil 
also  illustrates  how  modern  chemical  cleaning  methoc 
cut  costs  and,  by  improving  the  standard  of  cleanini 
improve  the  standard  of  the  finished  product.  It  is  availabl 
(with  projector  and  staff  member  if  necessary)  to  any  ii 
terested  company  or  trade  or  professional  association. 
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LOGIC  OF  SHOP  MODERNISATION 

Urgent  reasons  for  modernising — but  many  resulting  benefits 


By  DAVID  PEARMAIN 

MANY  facts  point  to  the  step  chemists  will  increas- 
ingly have  to  take  if  they  are  to  maintain  the  pro- 
fit margins  of  the  past  few  years.  That  step  is  intel- 
ligent shop  modernisation.  It  is  all-important  that  the 
capital  sunk  into  modernisation  shall  be  spent  wisely,  and 
individual  problems  considered  as  a  background  for 
intelligent  planning.  Not  sales  talk  but  solid  arguments 
arc  needed. 

Why  do  chemists  modernise  ? 

They  modernise: 

(a)  to  increase  profitability. 

(b)  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the  shop. 

(c)  to  make  the  day-to-day  running  of  the  pharmacy  easier. 
It  is  important  to  remember  that  the  chemist  is  different 

from  other  retailers,  because  almost  40  per  cent,  of  his 
turnover  comes  from  National  Health  Sfervice  dispensing. 
That  factor,  which  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  politicians,  can 
vary  and  considerably  affect  his  net  profitability.  Because 
of  the  National  Health  service  they  have  to  give,  many 
chemists  modernise  for  reason  (c)  only  —  to  ease  the 
running  of  the  pharmacy. 

Cost  of  modernisation 

Large  firms  carefuUy  assess  the  capital  expenditure 
involved  in  modernisation  as  against  the  likely  increased 
turnover  and  profitability.  Small  chemists  have  no  such 
guide  lines.  Here  are  some  of  the  facts  that  will  help 
them : — - 

(1)  Chemists'  shopfitting  units  erected  on  site  cost  (very 
roughly)  about  £16  per  foot. 

However,  other  factors  come  into  the  picture.  They  are: 

(2)  Electric  lighting  for  the  shopfittings  (approximately 
£2  10s.  per  ft.  run). 

(3)  Flooring  (£4  per  sq.  yd.). 

(4)  Decorating,  usually  of  the  frieze  and  ceiling  (15s. 
per  sq.  yd.). 

Those  rough  figures  will  help  a  chemist  to  assess  the  likely 
cost  of  the  complete  operation,  and  also  to  decide  which 
method  of  payment  he  will  use. 

How  to  pay  for  modernisation 

There  are  four  ways  of  paying: — 

(1)  LEASING,  now  being  used  increasingly,  by  both 
small  and  large  firms  and,  in  Nordia's  experience, 
taking  the  place  of  hire  purchase. 

(2)  HIRE  PURCHASE,  usually  easy  and  convenient  to 
arrange. 

(3)  CASH. 

(4)  BANK  LOAN. 

What  increase  in  turnover  is  likely  ? 

Returns  vary  and  depend  on  the  locality,  potential,  and 
the  way  a  business  is  managed,  but  Nordia  find  that 
increases  in  turnover  in  the  first  year  after  modernisation 
are  usually  between  15  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent.  Indeed, 
if  the  business  has  been  allowed  to  run  down  and  is  taken 
over  by  energetic  management,  increases  of  50-60  per  cent 
arc  possible.  Those,  of  course,  are  exceptions.  With  good 
management  increases  can  go  on  year  after  year. 

Modernising  a  shop  can  increase  dispensing  a  little,  and 
increases  of  5  per  cent,  plus  are  common,  probably  because 
a  modernised  pharmacy  looks  more  clinical  and  pleasant 
and  consequently  attracts  more  people  with  their  prescrip- 
tions. 

When  increased  turnover  is  under  consideration  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  also  that  there  is  also  a  hidden  profit  in 


(Executive  Director,  Nordia) 

the  figures,  owing  to  the  increase  in  stockturn  that  accom- 
panies modernisation.  This  is  caused  by  having  more  goods 
forward  in  the  shop  and  more  merchandise  on  display,  not 
only  for  the  customer  to  see  but  for  the  assistant  to  check 
on  the  movement  of  merchandise,  which  is  a  small  degree 
of  stock  control  and  which  is  reflected  in  the  stock  rooms. 
Increased  stockturn  contributes  greatly  to  net  profitability, 
a  fact  often  overlooked  by  chemists. 

Does  modernisation  make  it  easy  for  the  staff  ? 

No  doubt  at  all  about  this.  Nordia  make  a  particHlar 
point  of  asking  staff  how  they  like  working  in  an  intel- 
ligent modernised  pharmacy  and  the  reply  invariably  is 
"Very  much  better,  particularly  in  the  busy  days  when 
we  find  that  the  customer  does  our  work  for  us  and  we 
usually  are  left  just  putting  the  purchases  in  a  bag  and 
recording  the  sale." 

That,  of  course,  is  what  is  purposely  planned.  Not  only 
is  it  easier  for  the  assistant,  but  the  customer  has  received 
quicker  service.  That  is  something  which  today's  public 
demands.  Customers  will  use  the  shop  again  and  again 
when  they  know  that  it  is  possible  to  find  the  goods  easily, 
purchase  quickly  and  be  out  and  away  again. 

The  function  of  the  assistant  in  a  modernised  pharmacy 
is: — 

(a)  To  give  service  and  advice  to  the  customer. 

(b)  To  make  sure  that  forward  stock  is  always  adequate 
and  full.  Those  tasks  she  carries  out  in  the  intervals 
between  busy  times. 

(c)  To  ensure  that  the  stock  for  which  she  is  responsible 
is  clean  and  attractively  displayed  with  all  the  informa- 
tion on  the  merchandise  available  to  the  customer. 

(d)  The  customer  picks  up  the  article  she  requires.  The 
assistant  then  bags  and  records  the  sale. 

In  this  service,  product  knowledge  is  not  always  necessary 
and  the  chemist  can  therefore  use  labour  that  is  less 
expensive  and  easier  to  get.  In  a  modern  pharmacy  the 
^assistant  does  not  spend  much  time  behind  the  counter. 

Planning, a  pharmacy 

Usually,  when  a  pharmacy  is  modernised,  the  main 
selling  items  are  segregated,  and  everyday  toiletries,  hair 
accessories,  etc.,  are  placed  in  self-selection  units,  where 
the  customer  can  browse,  examine  the  goods  and  make 
her  own  selection.  Dividing  the  main  items  in  the  shop 
ensures  that  customers  will  themselves  be  distributed  about 
the  selling  area.  When  that  happens  the  shop  looks  busy 


"The  customer  can  browse,  examine  the  goods  and  make  her  own 
selection," 
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but  not  crowded  at  any  pyarticular  p>oint,  avoiding  the  im- 
pression of  any  need  to  wait  for  service. 

An  example:  Everyday  toiletries,  and  particularly  hair 
accessories  in  a  busy  town  shop,  should  be  at  the  front, 
so  that  they  are  easily  accessible  to  women  shoppers  im- 
mediately they  enter. 

In  suburban  pharmacies,  baby  foods  and  accessories  are 
often  big  sellers  and  must  be  given  prominence  on  the 
other  side  of  the  shop,  where  it  is  possible  for  the  family 
customers  to  choose  their  purchases  and  yet  keep  an  eye 
on  the  pram  outside.  Incidentally,  Nordia  have  found  that 
the  sales  of  slimming  foods  show  sharp  increases  when 
placed  next  to  baby  foods  and  accessories.  Next  again  are 
usually  placed  diabetic  foods,  etc. 

Photography,  D  &  P,  and  to  some  extent  spirits  if  there 
is  a  wine  and  spirit  section,  must  all  be  under  some  control, 
and  careful  planning  is  necessary  to  ensure  it. 

The  use  of  gondolas  can  be  effective  and  profitable,  but 
it  may  well  be  a  mistake  to  have  gondolas  if  the  shop  is 
not  big  enough.  Gondolas  in  chemists"  shops  are  often 
used  incorrectly.  It  is  essential  that  there  should  be  a 
space  of  4  ft.  6  in.  on  each  side  of  a  gondola,  so  that 
barriers  are  not  created  to  prevent  the  flow  of  customers 
from  the  front  to  the  rear  of  the  shop.  It  is  important, 
also,  that  gondolas  should  not  be  connected  in  a  line,  as 
in  supermarkets,  for  that  prevents  customers  from  moving 
from  one  side  of  the  shop  to  the  other. 

The  height  of  the  gondolas  is  important  as  too  high 
a  gondola  can  prevent  a  customer  from  seeing  the  goods 


If  a  gondola  is  used  in  a  pharmacy  the  customer  should  still  be  able 
to  see  over  it. 

on  the  other  side  of  the  shop,  and  can  also  act  as  a  screen 
for  pilferage. 

Remedies  for  minor  ailments  must  be  easily  available 
to  the  customers.  Usually  proprietary  medicines  are  best 
divided  by  counter-top  glass  binning,  so  that  they  are 
easily  controlled  and  the  customers  are  less  likely  to 
disturb  a  display  when  they  help  themselves.  This  section 
should  be  changed  to  suit  the  seasonal  ailments  and  to  tie 
in  with  product  advertising  on  television. 

Pilferage 

The  problem  of  pilferage  seems  to  obsess  chemists  more 
than  other  retailers.  It  is  accepted  by  large  organisations 
that  self-service/self-selection  brings  with  it  a  degree  of 
wastage  or  pilferage,  the  percentage  varying  greatly  in 
different  districts  and  towns.  But  that  does  not  deter  the 
successful  firms  from  adopting  this  form  of  selling,  the 
increased  turnover  more  than  justifying  a  small  wastage. 

It  is  Nordia's  experience  that  pilferage  does  not  exist 
to  any  large  degree  in  chemists'  shops.  The  large  super- 
markets build  up  their  centre  gondolas  and  create  — 
however  much  they  try  to  avoid  it  —  passages  in  which 
customers  can  pilfer.  That  is  not  so  in  a  chemist's  shop. 


whose  area  is  usually  small  (between  300  and  400  sq.  ft.). 
There  are  always  assistants  around  and  usually  surveillance 
from  the  dispensary.  Other  customers  looking  in  from  the 
outside  also  deter. 

Two  or  three  years  ago  there  was  a  meeting  in  a  Leeds 
hotel  of  twelve  pharmacists  who  had  modernised.  Each  was 
asked  about  pilferage,  each  replied  that  he  did  not  suffer 
from  pilferage  at  all.  We  believe  that  could  not  have  been 
100  per  cent  correct.  When  goods  arc  placed  so  that  cus- 
tomers can  examine  and  handle  them  —  as  indeed  they 
should  be  —  then  some  small  articles  go,  but  what  is 
interesting  is  that  in  the  twelve  shops  concerned,  pilferage 
must  have  been  so  small  that  the  proprietors  were  not  even 
aware  of  it. 

Naturally,  expensive  items  like  cameras,  the  more  ex- 
pensive cosmetics,  etc.,  need  protecting.  The  Nordia  prac- 
tice is  to  put  them  behind  glass. 

Yes,  undoubtedly,  by  introducing  self-selection  the  flow 
of  business  is  evened  out  and  assistants  can  cope  more 
quickly  with  the  business  at  peak  times  (when  the  phar- 
macist himself  usually  has  to  help  out).  Instead  of  stepping 
in  to  wrap  up  a  tube  of  tooth-paste  when  the  shop  is  busy, 
he  can  leave  it  to  his  assistants  and  concentrate  on  the 
more  imjKjrtant  management  of  the  shop  which,  of  course, 
should  lead  to  increased  profitability. 

Modernisation  means,  too,  that  assistants  are  not  con- 
stantly pestering  him  when  he  is  trying  to  dispense.  Often 
customers  will  read  the  instructions  on  the  bottle  or  sachet 
and  get  to  know  all  about  the  product  they  decide  to 
buy.  Even  the  lazy  assistant,  therefore,  does  not  have 
to  cope  with  questions  all  the  time.  Consequently  they 
are  not  transferred  to  the  pharmacist  himself  to  answer. 

All  in  all,  modernisation  means  that  the  pharmacist  can 
take  a  more  intelligent  and  active  interest  in  the  things 
that  make  for  profitability  —  merchandising,  the  move- 
ment of  merchandise,  and  better  stock  control  systems, 
which  in  turn  aft'ect  the  stockturn  and  net  profitability  of 
the  shop.  He  is  free  to  spend  more  time  on  those  more 
important  functions  and  leave  the  day-to-day  running  of 
the  pharmacy  to  his  assistants. 

Yes,  pharmacy  modernisation  —  planned,  intelligent 
modernisation  —  not  only  increases  the  profitability  of  a 
shop  but  makes  life  more  worth  while  for  the  pharmacist 
himself. 

NEW  BOOKS 

Surgical  Dressings,  Ligatures  and  Sutures 

F.  FISH,  B.PHARM.,  PH.D.,  F.P.S.,  and  J.  O.  DAWSON,  B.SC, 
F.  FISH,  B.PHARM.,  PH.D.,  F.P.S.,  and  J.  O.  DAWSON,  B.SC, 

Bedford  Square,  London,  W.C.I.  81  x  5\  in.  Pp.  vii 
+  147.  27s.  6d. 

The  section  of  the  book  devoted  to  surgical  dressings  is 
divided  into  chapters  dealing  with  the  development,  func- 
tions and  properties  of  dressings;  structure  of  dressings; 
standardisation  and  evaluation;  and  fibres,  both  natural 
and  synthetic,  used  in  dressings.  Methods  of  manufacture, 
sterilisation  and  testing  are  described  in  the  monograph 
dealing  with  ligatures  and  sutures.  References  are  in- 
cluded at  the  end  of  each  section. 

Pesticide  Manual 

H.  MARTIN,  D.sc,  A.R.C.S.,  F.R.i.c.  (editor).  British  Crop 
Protection    Council    (copies   from    Mr.    A.   W.  Billitt, 
Clarks  Farm,  Boreley,  Ombersley,  Droitwich,  Worcs). 
9  X  7  in.  Pp.  464.  65s.  post  paid  in  United  Kingdom 
(overseas  70s.  post  paid). 
Title  of  this  reference  work  does  it  less  than  justice, 
because  herbicides  are  also  included.  The  intention  has  been 
to  cover  all  chemicals  currently  used  as  the  active  com- 
ponents of  "pesticides"  used  in  agriculture,  except  those 
solely  for  veterinary  use.   Information  was  obtained  by 
submitting  standard  forms  to  the  industry,  the  response 
being  so  good  that  only  a  dozen  or  so  compounds  have 
had  to  be  omitted  through  lack  of  information.  Each  com- 
pound is  dealt  with  by  a  monograph,  one  to  the  page  (with 
space  and  blank  pages  for  additional  information  to  be 
written  in). 
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FIFTY  YEARS  AN  M.P.S  * 

Mr.  E.  H.  Shields  acknowledges  himself 'debtor  to  the  profession' 


MY  new  certificate  stated  that  I  had  sufficient  skill 
and  knowledge  to  be  registered  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist,  but  the  Army  (of  World  War  1)  thought 
nothing  of  it  and  insisted  on  a  spell  , 
of  squad  drill  on  Blackpool  sands, 
followed  by  training  in  military  , 
methods  of  form-filling,  indenting 
and  stock  keeping.  Variety  was 
provided  by  gas  drills  at  Squire's 
Gate  and  I  recall  a  weird  scene  in 
a  dugout — hooded  figures  in  "P.H." 
helmets  watching  liquid  chlorine 
being  poured  out  and  becoming  a 
horrid  vapour  as  it  reached  the 
ground.  Soon  I  was  acting  as  assis- 
tant to  a  pleasant  Red  Cross  lady 
dispenser  at  a  hospital — a  converted 
council  school — in  Pendleton.  It  could  not  last  for  long 
and  I  was  whisked  olf  to  Egypt  by  way  of  France,  Italy 
(including  a  month  in  hospital  and  a  long,  lonely,  lovely 
train  journey  from  Turin  to  Taranto)  and  a  week  in  Malta. 
The  base  at  El  Qanlara.  on  the  Suez  Canal,  was  gladly  ex- 
changed for  an  Indian  field  ambulance,  temporarily 
stationed  near  to  laffa.  In  one"s  early  twenties  one  soon  got 
used  to  anything,  and  I  found  myself  almost  enjoying  the 
hot  Palestine  sun,  tent  life,  learning  the  rudiments  of 
Hindustani,  the  simple  dispensing  (largely  quinine  and 
mag.  sulph.),  not  forgetting  my  new  sergeanfs  stripes. 

Both  Sides  Taken  Aback 

The  routine  was  rudely  interrupted  by  General  Allenby's 
orders  to  advance,  and  that  Autumn  of  1918  saw  our 
Brigade  march  the  whole  length  of  Palestine  and  Syria. 
The  speed  of  the  operation  took  us,  as  well  as  the  Turks, 
by  surprise,  but  we  were  fortunate  in  keeping  near  to  the 
sea  for  most  of  the  journey.  From  Beirut  a  ship  took  us 
to  Mersina  in  Asia  Minor,  but  by  that  time  peace  had 
broken  out  and  we  began  to  think  of  an  early  return  home. 
Instead  of  that,  we  went  on  through  St.  Paul's  "no  mean 
city"  of  Tarsus  to  Adana,  and  it  was  some  months  before 
the  dream  came  true.  The  voyage  home  to  Plymouth  was 
delightful  and  [  had  a  comfortable  berth  in  the  ship's  dis- 
pensary. Then  came  a  spell  of  work  in  a  camp  hospital  at 
Rugeley,  Stafl's,  as  a  rather  dull  finale. 

Demobbed  at  last,  I  found  civilian  life,  with  rationing 
and  shortages,  far  from  easy,  but  brief  periods  of  locum 
work  tided  me  over  until  I  was  due  to  return  to  Blooms- 
bury  Square  to  prepare  for  the  Major  examination.  Six 
months  had  to  suffice  in  those  days  and  my  most  poignant 
memory  is  that  of  waiting  for  the  result.  To  pass  that  ted- 
ious week  I  read  Thomas  Hardy's  "lude  the  Obscure"  and 
it  cheered  me  up  wonderfully.  "No  matter  what  happens, 
things  can't  be  as  bad  as  that!"  I  assured  myself — and  they 
weren't.  I  became  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  hoped 
that  examinations  were  things  of  the  past. 

In  1922  trade  was  in  the  doldrums,  locum  work  was 
elusive  and  its  rewards  were  lost  in  higher  expenses  and 
gaps  in  employment.  A  chance  remark  of  a  fellow  student 
had  reminded  me  that  there  were  other  possibilities  in 
pharmacy  besides  the  retail — advertising,  for  instance — 
and  my  fate  was  sealed.  After  a  short  correspondence 
course  I  joined  the  staff  of  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  and 
served  a  second  apprenticeship  before  taking  on  fresh 
responsibilities.  1  never  regretted  that  period  of  training 
and  I  never  regretted  the  move  to  Bardsley  Vale  in  the 
early  months  of  1925 — thus  accounting  for  most  of  the 
first  decade. 

The  transition  from  London  to  Bardsley  was  facilitated 
by  many  unobtrusive  kindnesses  and  I  was  soon  much 


more  at  home  than  ever  I  had  been  in  London — perhaps 
because  I  was  still  a  Midlander  at  heart.  In  spite  of  his 
eighty-five  years  Mr.  Thomas  Kerfoot  was  often  out  and 
about  and  occasionally  climbed  the  two  flights  of  stairs 
leading  to  the  eyrie  which  was  my  office  for  the  next 
twenty  years.  Usually  he  would  be  generous  with  his  praise 
and  encouragement,  and  my  initial  respect  gradually 
warmed  into  something  akin  to  affection,  making  it  easy 
for  me  to  identify  myself  with  the  company. 

In  the  1920's  the  company's  product  Vapex  began  to 
show  its  powers  of  automation  and  the  directors  decided 
to  help  it  along  with  an  increased  advertising  appropria- 
tion. In  due  course  we  were  able  to  take  frequent  spaces 
in  more  than  fifty  of  the  better-class  weekly  and  monthly 
periodicals,  with  a  special  eye  for  those  with  significant 
circulations  overseas,  colour  pages  in  Punch  and  an  annual 
"splash"  with  the  front  page  of  the  Daily  Mail.  We  were 
prompt  in  supporting  the  Chemists'  Friends  scheme,  and 
Vapex  was  the  first  product  of  national  importance  to  be 
included.  The  series  of  six  "Grandfather's  Letters"  were 
warmly  welcomed  by  Mr.  Mallinson,  the  secretary  of  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  LInion. 

Another  preoccupation  was  T.K.'s  Monthly,  begun  light- 
heartedly  in  1929  and  destined  to  occupy  a  big  proportion 
of  my  waking  thoughts  and  some  of  my  dreams  for  ten 
years.  The  idea  of  a  "house  organ"  had  haunted  me  for 
some  time.  Occasional  trade  circulars  for  this  or  that 
product  were  all  very  well,  but  I  visualised  something  more 
representative  of  the  firm  as  a  whole.  I  shall  always  be 
grateful  for  the  favourable  reception  of  my  new  "baby." 
Looking  back  over  the  years,  I  feel  sure  that  the  greatest 
beneficiary  was  myself.  Everything  I  read  became  possible 
raw  material  and  was  therefore  read  much  more 
thoroughly.  Beginning  with  "Vapex  enters  Literature" — a 
review  of  Rose  Macaulay's  "Crewe  Train" — we  touched 
more  or  less  lightly  on  all  sorts  of  subjects  likely  to  be 
of  interest  to  workaday  pharmacists,  linking  them  with 
our  products  of  course,  and  ending  in  December  1938  with 
a  little  biography  of  that  patron  saint  of  pharmacy,  Jacob 
Bell.  By  that  time  the  war  clouds  were  gathering  and  rising 
prices  made  a  house  organ  a  luxury.  I  said  goodbye  to 
T.K.'s  Monthly  with  a  mixture  of  relief  and  regret  but.  of 
course,  there  were  lots  of  other  things  to  worry  about. 

Our  relations  with  Imperial  Chemical  Industries.  Ltd., 
became  more  interesting,  production  more  important  than 
salesmanship,  and  Mr.  Burlinson  let  me  assist  more  and 
more  with  manufacturing  matters.  It  was  not  long  before 
I  became  as  yellow  as  any  of  that  dedicated  bunch  of 
workers  in  the  mepacrine  department.  My  oldest  gardening 
suit,  only  recently  destroyed,  still  showed  the  signs.  During 
the  war.  fire-watching  and  machine-minding  went  hand  in 
hand,  and  we  saw  our  figures  mount  from  2i  million  in 
1940  to  nearly  500  million  in  1944. 

Changing  All  the  Time 

'Post-war  conditions  were  even  more  difficult  than  in 
1920.  We  fondly  hoped  for  a  return  to  things  as  they  were 
but.  of  course,  that  never  happens,  and  pharmacy  itself 
was  changing  all  the  time.  Until  1947  tablets  had  no  official 
existence  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  though  there  were 
sixty-five  titles  in  the  pre-war  National  Formulary  and 
they  were  replacing  almost  completely  the  mixtures,  tinc- 
tures and  extracts  of  earlier  days.  It  was  a  sign  of  the 
times  that  the  1947  B.P.  Addendum  and  every  subsequent 
edition  of  the  B.P.  should  include  an  increasing  number 
of  tablets.  We  had  virtually  become  the  nation's  dispiensers, 
not  replacing  the  pharmacist  but  serving  him  much  more 
efficiently  than  ever  before.  The  stream  of  new  drugs  has 

*  All  F.P.S.  for  most  of  ttiem  — ■  Editor. 
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intensified  the  change,  for  the  first  question  asked  of  a 
new  medicament  is — can  it  be  presented  in  tablet  form? 

The  final  decade  found  me  in  semi-retirement,  with  the 
emphasis  on  the  semi,  and  it  proved  to  be  as  full  of 
interest  as  its  predecessors.  Increased  leisure  indicated  new 
opportunities,  more  time  for  all  sorts  of  things  and  a 
greater  appreciation  of  my  good  luck  in  coming  north  in 
1925.  Perhaps  I  really  ought  to  wind  up  with  the  famous 
quotation  from  Bacon,  for  I  am,  in  truth,  a  debtor  to  my 
profession. 

From  Apothecary  to  Pharmacist— Series  2 

By  T.  D.  WHITTET,  B.sc,  PH.D.,  f.p.s.,  f.r.i.c,  d.b.a. 

SOVIET  RUSSIA 

Several  references  to  pharmacy  in  Gantfs  "Russian 
Medicine"  (1937)  show  that  all  the  early  apothecaries 
came  from  abroad.  In  1534  Ivan  the  Terrible  sent  Hans 
Slette  abroad  to  bring  123  skilled  foreigners  to  Russia.  They 
included  four  physicians,  two  operating  surgeons,  eight 
surgical  dressers  and  four  apothecaries.  It  appears,  however, 
that  all  were  held  up  at  Riga  and  Liibeck  by  the  Hanseatic 
League  and  Livonian  Order,  and  that  none  arrived.  A  brief 
history  and  a  description  of  pharmacy  in  Soviet  Russia  by 
Field  (1959),  dates  the  history  of  pharmacy  in  Russia  back 
to  1581,  when  an  English  apothecary,  lames  Frenchan, 
established  the  first  pharmacy  in  Moscow.  Located  within 
the  Kremlin  walls,  it  was  primarily  to  serve  the  Tsar,  his 
family  and  the  Court.  Two  earlier  English  apothecaries  in 
Russia  are,  however,  mentioned  by  another  writer.  Bishop 
(1930).  Thomas  Carver  who  went  to  Moscow  in  1567 
perished  with  several  other  Englishmen  in  the  Great  Fire  of 
that  city  in  1571.  According  to  Bishop,  Richard  Elmes  went 
to  Moscow  in  1575,  whereas  Keevil  (1957)  stated  that  he 
went  there  in  1557  along  with  Dr.  Ralf  Standish  and  the 
Czar's  ambassador  to  Edward  VI  on  the  latter's  return  to 
Russia.  Elmes.  on  one  occasion  incurred  the  wrath  of  the 
Czar  for  an  unknown  offence  and  only  escaped  a  violent 
end  by  the  intervention  of  the  British  Ambassador,  Sir 
Jerome  Bowes,  with  whom  he  returned  to  England  in  1582. 
Field  and  Gantt  are  in  agreement  that  Frenchan  opened 
his  pharmacy  in  1581.  Most  drugs  were  imported  from 


A  corniir  pharmacy  near  the  Anickkor  bridge  in  Leningrad. 


Gorky  Street,  Moscow,  showing  a  pharmacy  (right  of  lamp  standard). 


abroad,   and   in    1620   a   board   called   the  Apotekarsky 
Prikaz  (Apothecaries'  Board)  was  set  up  to  control  them. 
The  Board  soon  acquired  medical  functions  and  became  the 
central  public  health  authority  in  Russia.  Pharmacies  were 
set  up  under  its  aegis  in  various  provincial  centres,  for  , 
example,  in  Kazan  in  1671  and  Vologda  in  1675.  In  1672  [ 
the  name  was  changed  to  the  Chamber  of  Pharmacy  and  ) 
later  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Chancellery.  Its  powers  were  ( 
increased  in  1701  by  Peter  the  Great,  who  also  ordered  the  [ 
opening  of  eight  privately  owned  pharmacies.  The  Chan-  1 
cellery  supervised  hospitals  and  pharmacies  and  controlled  { 
the  registration  of  medical  and  pharmaceutical  personnel,  j 
Its  name  was  changed  from  Pharmaceutical  to  Medical  in  i  j 
1725,  to  Medical  Collegium  in  1763.  Eventually  it  took  on  jii 
its  present  name  of  Ministry  of  Health.  Thus  in  Russia  1; 
pharmacy  and  medicine  have  been  closely  associated.  The  | 
Russian  word  for  a  pharmacy  is  apteka  and  the  Russian 
pharmaceutical    journal    aptechnoye   dyelo.    The  words 
APTEKAR  and  APTEKARSHA  mean  apothecary  or  pharmacist 
and  lady  pharmacist  or  pharmacist's  wife,  but  both  are 
somewhat  archaic  except  in  some  country  districts.  The  i: 
lower  qualification  in  Russia  is  called  provisor  and  the 
higher  kandidat,  roughly  equivalent  to  a  Master  of  Phar- 
macy degree.  There  is  also  a  doctorate  in  pharmacy.  A 
tendency  to  use  the  word  farmacevt  instead  of  provisor 
has  been  growing,  and  adjectives  derived  from  farmacevt 
are  used  in  relation  to  industry  and  organisations. 

A  pharmacy  technician's  course  lasts  three  years,  and  they 
become  known  as  tekhnikums.  Usually  they  act  as  assist- 
ants to  pharmacists  but  in  rural  areas  sometimes  act  as 
pharmacists.  A  grade  of  medical  auxiliary  known  as 
FELDSHER  have  some  training  in  pharmacy  and  act  as 
general  medical  practitioners  in  country  districts. 

In  Latvia  and  Lithuania,  now  part  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
the  title  aptieka  was  used  for  pharmacy  and  aptiekars  or 
APTiEKARius  for  the  pharmacist.  In  Latvia  the  word  farma- 
CEiTS  is  also  used  for  the  pharmacist.  In  Lithuania  the  word  )>; 
VAiSTiNE  is  also  used  for  pharmacy,  and  vaistininskas  or  S 
FARMACEUTiSKS  are  used  for  pharmaceutical.  The  Lithu- 
anian word  for  druggist  is  druggist. 

The  author  thanks  Mr.  R.  G.  Atkinson  for  information  on  Russian 
pharmaceutical  titles  and  Mr.  C.  Lefton  F.P.S.  of  Leopold  Charles  & 
Co.  for  supplying  the  photographs. 

ECHOES  OF   THE  PAST 
From  "PRIMITIVE  PHYSIC K"   by  John   Wesley,  1772. 

AN  ACUTE  FEVER 

Apply  Treacle  Plaisters  to  the  Soles  of  the  Feet,  chang- 
ing them  every  twelve  Hours. 
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Twenty  Years  of  N.H.S.  in  Northern  Ireland 

CHANGES  REVIEWED  IN  BOARD'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


IN  its  annual  report  for  1967-68  the 
Northern  Ireland  General  Health 
Services  Board  additionally  surveys 
progress  made  during  its  twenty  years 
of  existence.  In  its  first  full  financial 
year  (1949-50)  its  total  expenditure  was 
£43  million.  In  the  year  just  ended 
it  was  about  three  times  as  much 
(£13m.).  In  March  1949  the  number  of 
chemists'  shops  providing  a  pharma- 
ceutical service  was  536.  It  rose  to  a 
peak  of  715  in  1960,  since  when  it 
has  steadily  declined  (in  1967-68  by 
nine  to  654),  though  one  pharmacy  was 
opened  in  a  village  previously  without 
one.  The  report  again  forecasts  a  con- 
tinuing contraction  in  the  number  of 
shops.  The  number  of  chemist  con- 
tractors declined  during  the  year  1967- 
68  by  five  to  609. 

Prescription  forms  dispensed  during 
the  year  increased  by  459,342  (7  24  per 
cent.)  to  6,803,105  and  prescriptions  by 
900,797  (9-2  per  cent.)  to  10,694,783. 
A  12' 1 2  per  cent,  rise  in  number  of 
forms  in  the  period  January  to  March 
1968  was  hard  to  explain  as  there  was 
no  sickness  of  epidemic  proportions 
at  that  time.  The  suggestion  is  made 
in  the  report  that  at  least  part  of  the 
rise  was  prompted  by  the  announce- 
ment that  charges  would  be  introduced 
in  the  spring  accounts. 

Rise  in  average  cost  per  form  during 
the  Board's  twenty  years  went  from 
5s.  9d.  in  1949-50  to  lOs.  in  1957,  15s. 
in  1962,  "and  it  would  appear  that  the 
figure  of  20s.  will  probably  be  reached 
next  year."  Costs  per  prescription  were 
first  averaged  in  April  1953,  and  the 
figure  then  was  5s,  4d.  For  the  re- 
mainder of  that  and  the  following  year 
it  was  between  5s.  and  5s.  3d.,  but  by 
July  1964  had  reached  12s.  Since  then 
the  figure  has  remained  at  between 
lis.  6d.  and  a  little  over  12s.  except 
for  one  or  two  months  in  which  it  fell. 
From  the  figures  the  Board  conclude 
that  the  major  reason  for  increased 
costs  in  the  past  few  years  has  been 
the  rise  in  number  of  prescriptions 
given  to  each  patient  (approximately 
50  per  cent,  more  prescriptions  haxe 
been  dispensed  annually  since  1963-64). 

Arrears  Included 

The  amount  paid  to  chemists  for 
the  year  (£6,394,894)  included  £64,897 
arrears  for  prescriptions  dispensed  be- 
tween April  and  November  1967.  Rota- 
duty  fees  and  additional  arrears  in 
Belfast  and  other  large  towns  brought 
to  £6,497.601  the  total  received  by 
chemists  from  the  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vices —  an  increase  of  £363.605  or 
5'93  per  cent.  £93.633  of  the  increase 
related  to  previous  years.  £65,000  to 
increased  remuneration  and  approxi- 
mately £205,000  to  the  increase  in  pres- 
criptions dispensed  and  rise  in  average 
cost.  During  the  first  full  year  of  the 
service  chemists  received  £1,210,198  in 
remuneration.  By  1964-65  the  figure 
had  risen  to  £4  million.  In  that  year 
the  prescription  charges  were  removed. 
For  1967-68  the  figure  is  about  £6Tm. 
"It  could  therefore  be  said,"  comments 
the  report,  "that  the  removal  of  the 


prescription  charges  has  greatly  accele- 
rated the  rise  in  cost  of  pharmaceutical 
services."  Doctors  dispensing  for  some 
of  their  patients  fell  by  four  to  sixty- 
six  and  practices  by  two  to  fifty. 
Patients  on  doctors'  dispensing  lists 
numbered  65.234  on  March  31,  1968, 
against  66,985  in  1967  and  154,047  in 
March  1949. 

During  the  year  four  drugs  were 
added  to  the  special  list  of  drugs  for 
which  dispensing  doctors  are  entitled 
to   receive  extra  payment. 

Under  the  testing  scheme  100  tests 
of  drugs  and  appliances  were  carried 
out  during  the  year,  ninety-three  of 
them  proving  satisfactory,  while  three 
could  not  be  completed  and  in  three 
others  there  were  found  small  discrepan- 
cies calling  for  a  warning.  One  case 
was  referred  to  the  Services  Committee. 
One  pharmacy  visited  by  the  Board's 
pharmaceutical  officer  was  considered 
to  have  unsatisfactory  equipment  and  a 
complaint  about  it  was  referred  to  the 
Services  Committee,  which  altogether 
investigated  nine  complaints  against 
seven  chemists  (one  other  investigation 
was  not  proceeded  with  owing  to  the 
death  of  the  chemist).  Three  cases  had 


CEYLON 
Quality-control  Laboratory 

A  QuALiTY-control  laboratory  for  im- 
ported and  locally-manufactured  drugs 
is  being  established  in  Ceylon  with 
foreign  aid.  Work  on  the  laboratory 
is  expected  to  commence  early  in  Sep- 
tember at  a  site  near  the  Colombo 
General  Hospital.  The  Government  has 
approved  Rs.  2  million  (£100.000)  for 
the  building  while  equipment  for  the 
laboratory,  expected  to  be  worth  about 
Rs.  10  million  (£600.000)  is  to  be  given 
by  the  Government  of  Japan  who  are 
sending  a  team  of  experts  to  Ceylon 
next  month  to  implement  the  pro- 
gramme. The  World  Health  Organi- 
sation is  also  assisting  the  Ceylon 
Government  in  the  project  and  Dr.  P. 
E.  Perera  has  been  sent  to  England  for 
training  in  quality  control  of  drugs.  At 
present  Ceylon  imports  nearly  Rs.  20 
million  worth  of  drugs  annually. 
According  to  Health  Department  au- 
thorities, the  new  laboratory,  apart 
from  ensuring  the  standards  of  impor- 
ted drugs,  will  assist  in  the  complete 
overhauling  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Ordinance,  abolishing  disparity  in 
prices  of  drugs,  establishing  a  Ceylon 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  doing  research  in 
ayurvedic  drugs.  The  scarcity  of  drugs 
such  as  antibiotics  and  sulphonamides 
has  become  acute.  Doctors  are  also 
perturbed  by  the  shortage  and  the  price 
disparity  between  the  same  drugs  manu- 
factured by  different  companies  since 
the  Control  of  Prices  (Drugs)  Order 
came  into  effect.  Price  control  of  drugs 
is  said  to  have  sent  supplies  under- 
ground and  created  a  black  market  that 
did  not  exist  previously  —  Plans  have 
now  been  made  to  diversify  the  manu- 
facture of  chemicals  in  Ceylon  follow- 
ing  recurring   losses   suffered   by  the 


arisen  because  the  dispensing  was  not 
in  accordance  to  the  prescription.  In 
two  of  them  warnings  were  given,  and 
the  remuneration  of  the  third  was  re- 
duced. Deductions  were  also  made  from 
the  remuneration  of  two  other  chemists 
who  had  allowed  prescriptions  to  be 
dispensed  without  qualified  supervision. 
As  a  result  of  a  patient's  complaint  one 
chemist  was  found  to  have  delivered  the 
wrong  medicine;  he  was  warned  to 
exercise  greater  care.  A  cut  in  remu- 
neration was  ordered  for  a  contractor, 
who,  though  open,  had  been  found 
unable  to  provide  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vices owing  to  the  absence  of  a  phar- 
macist. The  contractor  was  also  given 
a  warning  because  he  had  advertised 
that  he  provided  services  and  because 
he  had  been  found  to  have  insufficient 
equipment  on  the  premises  to  provide 
a  satisfactory  service.  Nine  cases  not 
in  dispute  were  disposed  of  without  a 
hearing  or  any  penalty  other  than  a 
warning.  Pharmaceutical  Advisory 
Committee  of  the  Board  comprises 
Messrs.  H.  G.  Campbell  (chairman); 
T.  W.  Currie;  J.  G.  Stinson;  R.  N. 
M.  Clarke;  J.  C.  Gouk  and  Mrs  M. 
C.  Miskimmin. 


Paranthan  Chemical  Corporation,  a 
State-sponsored  project  in  north  Ceylon. 
The  diversification  programme  is  to 
be  started  with  a  Rs.  20  million  aid 
from  East  Germany.  The  aid  is  to  be 
used  in  extending  the  chlorine  plant 
at  Paranthan,  the  setting  up  of  a  new 
soda  ash  plant  and  full  mechanisation 
of  table  salt  manufacture.  The  Corpora- 
tion now  understood  to  be  in  the  posi- 
tion of  over-producing  chlorine  and 
caustic  soda. 

INDIA 
Patents  Bill 

The  Indian  Parliament  decided  on 
August  13,  to  refer  to  a  joint  select 
committee  the  comprehensive  Bill  to 
amend  and  consolidate  the  law  relating 
to  patents.  At  the  same  time,  it  passed 
the  Indian  Patents  and  Designs 
(Amendment)  Bill,  which  seeks  to  re- 
place an  Ordinance  issued  in  July  pro- 
viding for  the  postponement  of  con- 
sideration of  the  current  applications 
before  the  Controller  of  Patents  until 
the  new  comprehensive  legislation  is 
enacted.  At  present  over  90  per  cent, 
of  the  patents,  mostly  covering  food 
products  and  medicines  were  said  to 
be  held  by  non-Indian  companies.  It 
was  with  a  view  to  meeting  that  state 
that  the  Bill  had  been  brought  before 
the  House,  he  said.  Compensation  for 
taking  over  patent  rights  from  holders 
of  patents  will  be  allowed  only  when 
the  patent  is  used  for  commercial  pur- 
poses. The  general  objective  of  the 
controversial  Patent  Bill  in  which  a 
patent  will  have  a  ten-year  life,  is  re- 
ported to  be  "to  check  exploitation  of 
Indian  consumer  by  monopolist  in- 
terests, especially  in  the  drugs  and  food 
industry  and  promote  indigenous  re- 
search and  invention." 
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SHOPFITTING  NOTES 

Aid  in  Office  Furnishing. — Norwood 
Steel  Equipment,  Ltd.,  Howard  Way, 
Harlow,  Essex,  offer  a  comprehensive 
service  in  furnishing,  partitioning,  and 
providing  storage  equipment  for  offi- 
ces. Versatility  and  elegance  are 
features  of  their  NSE  President  par- 
titioning. The  variety  of  their  panel 
combinations  allows  for  any  installa- 
tion from  a  reception  area  to  execu- 
tives' offices  and  boardrooms. 

Shop  Heating  by  Gas. — A  new  pub- 
lication "Gas  in  Shops"  produced  by 
the  Gas  Council  Commercial  Cater- 
ing and  Heating  Centre,  139  Totten- 
ham Court  Road,  London,  W.l,  shows 
how  gas  is  used  for  heating  shops  of 
every  kind.  The  many  forms  of  radia- 
tors and  convectors  are  fully  described 
and  illustrated  with  examples  of  typical 
installations  and  running  costs.  Copies 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Centre  or 
from  commercial  managers  of  Gas 
Boards. 

Tablet  Storage. — Fyne  Storefitters, 
Ltd.,  149  Hertingfordbury  Road,  Hert- 
ford, have  increased  their  range  of 
specialist  dispensary  equipment  with 
the  Dispensmaster  Major,  a  sophisti- 
cated tablets  storage  unit  with  fully 
adjustable  shelves,  each  pull  illumin- 
ated, and  each  shelf  with  lateral  ad- 
justable dividers  for  simple  stock  con- 
trol. The  unit  is  made  to  measure 
according  to  the  space  available  and 
the  amount  of  tablets  storage  required, 
and  is  an  ideal  unit  for  a  dispensary 
handling  upwards  of  5,000  forms  per 
month.  Finish  is  in  either  mahogany 
or  light  oak. 

Security  Systems. — Some  burglar 
alarm  systems  may  be  disarmed  by 
sabotaging  the  bell,  normally  fixed  to 
the  outside  of  a  building.  That  is  not 
so  easy  now  with  a  new  self-activating 
security  bell  from  Modern  Telephones 
(Great  Britain),  Ltd.,  Chalcot  Road, 
London,  N.W.I.  In  the  new  alarm  the 
bell  sits  inside  two  protective  covers, 
the  outer  one  a  i  in.  thick  aluminium 
casting.  To  guard  against  sabotage,  a 
system  of  micro  switches  form  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  bell  assembly,  which 
is  1  ft.  in  diameter  and  weighs  19  lb. 
Attempts  to  remove  the  case,  by  drilling 
through  it,  sawing  or  hitting  it,  or  pris- 
ing the  whole  assembly  from  the  wall, 
cause  an  ear-piercing  ringing;  cutting  the 
power  supply  acti- 
vates it,  and  once 
activated  it  rings 
for  up  to  two 
hours.  A  warning 
light,  protected  by 
a  specially  tough- 
ened lens,  lights 
and  stays  alight 
until  the  system  is 
reset.  The  bell,  a 
miniature  alarm 
system    in  itself, 


REFLECTIONS:  Mir- 
ror tiled  section  back- 
ing the  King  Pin  Shel- 
ving, by  Beanstalk 
Shelving,  Ltd.,  Chi- 
chester, Sussex,  en- 
hances the  packs  of 
beauty  preparatioas. 


is  supplied  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
Modernguard  space  protector  system, 
which  detects  an  intruder  by  "catch- 
ing'" him  in  a  web  of  sound  waves. 
The  bell  is  also  supplied  separately  to 
increase  the  security  of  existing 
systems. 

Elegant    and    Flexible    Shelving. — 

Designed  for  the  "smaller  but  more 
sophisticated"  pharmacy.  King  Pin 
shelving  and  gondola  equipment, 
manufactured  by  Beanstalk  Shelving, 
Ltd.,  Chichester,  Sussex,  is  claimed  to 
be  "unchallenged  anywhere  in  Europe" 
in  terms  of  appearance,  flexibility, 
variety  and  price.  A  planning  service 
operated  by  the  company  "can  effect 


the  transformation  on  a  halfday  be 
tween  lunchtime  and  sundown.''  As  a 
guide  to  cost  a  conversion  of  £500 
involves  a  deposit  and  weekly  repay 
ments  of  £4  over  two-and-a-half- 
years. 

Help  in  Trouble. — Immediate  supply 
of  structural  materials  and  installation 
facilities  at  special  discount  terms  to 
organisations  whose  premises  have 
been  damaged  by  fires  is  offered  by 
Handy  Angle  Storage  Advisory  Coun- 
cil, Oxbridge  Road,  Hayes,  Middle- 
sex. "This  service,"  explained  Mr.  J 
H.  Bebb  (chairman  of  the  Council) 
"is  a  sincere  gesture  and  arises  from  a 
serious  fire  we  ourselves  had  at  oui 
slotted-angle  factory  in  Staffordshire 
when  we  were  overwhelmed  with 
offers  of  help  from  literally  hundred; 
of  friends  and  strangers  alike.  Firms 
suffering  fire  damage  can  have  a  stor 
age  specialist  available  immediately 
following  notification  to  our  Hayei 
office.  He,  in  turn,  can  draw  upon  th« 
full  resources  of  our  technical  divi 
sion  to  ensure  maximum  aid."  The 
advisory  service  includes  on-site 
analysis  of  storage  damage  and  subse 
quent  designs  for  new  storage  struc 
tures.  The  service  is  completely  fre< 
of  cost. 


MACHINERY  AND  PLANT 


Safety  Shut-down  System.— Believed 
to  be  the  first  application  of  its  kind 
in  the  chemical  industry,  a  safety 
system  made  up  of  tiny  magnetic 
devices  was  pioneered  by  the  control 
systems  development  department  of 
English  Electric,  Ltd.,  Kidsgrove,  Staffs, 
and  is  being  installed  to  protect  and 
activate  a  plant  now  being  built  by  the 
heavy  organic  chemicals  division  of 
Imperial  Chemical  Industries,  Ltd.,  at 
Wilton,  North  Yorks.  Its  minute  ele- 
ments known  as  MADs  (multiaperture 
devices)  continuously  monitor  many 
plants,  shutting  down  within  50  milli- 
seconds of  detection  of  a  potentially 
hazardous  condition. 

Flow  Detectors. — Radically  new  flow 
detectors.  Flow  Tektors,  designed  by 
Fielden  Electronics,  Ltd.  (the  instru- 
ment division,  George  Kent,  Ltd., 
Manchester,  22)  have  been  designed  to 
indicate  blockages  and  flow  failures  of 
powders  and  dry  granular  solids  in 
pneumatic,    fluidi.scd    and  gravity-fed 


conveying  systems.  The  system  instal 
led  is  sensitive  but  simple  to  use,  sinci 
continuous  automatic  compensation  fo: 
all  unwanted  variable  is  inherent  in  th( 
design  and  no  adjustments  are  requirec 
during  use,  within  certain  limitations 
even  in  changing  from  one  material  tc 
another.  The  type  E423  Flow  Tekto 
has  three  lamps,  one  indicating  flow 
failure  (line  full — downstream  block 
age);  another  indicates  normal  flow 
the  third  indicates  flow  failure  (lin< 
empty — upstream  blockage).  The  sys 
tem  is  claimed  to  be  suited  to  a  wid< 
range  of  materials  flow  rates.  ' 


MULTI-PURPOSE    BLENDER.    A  1,000-Utn 

turbo  clearer  blending  machine,  recently  in- 
stalled by  Parke  Davis  &  Co.,  Staines  Road 

Hounslow,  Middlesex.  Manufactured  by  Morii 
Chemical  Engineering  Co.,  Ltd.,  Kingston  upon 

Thames,   Surrey,   the   machine  was  used  initi. 

ally  by  Messrs.  Parke  Davis  in  the  preparation 

of  Euthymoi  toothpaste. 
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TRADE  REPORT 


he  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages, 
harges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values  are  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  receive  the  goods  into  stock. 


Various 


London,  August  21  :  Although  trad- 
g  was  extremely  slack  in  the  Crude 
RUGS  market  during  the  week  price 
ovements,  where  they  occurred,  were 
ostly  in  an  upward  direction.  Leading 
he  increases  was  again  Turmeric, 
usiness  having  been  reported  done  on 
e  spot  at  275s.  per  cwt.  (against 
50s.)  most  holders  thereafter  with- 
rawing  from  the  market;  meanwhile 
hipment  was  quoted  at  285s.,  c.i.f. 
ape  Aloes  was  up  by  10s.  per  cwt. 

the  spot  and  Cherry  bark  by  four- 
ence  lb.  while  American  Lobelia  was 
earer  by  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  as 
delivery.  The  firm  tone  in  Mercury 
as  maintained  the  flask  price  being 
by  another  £4.  Lanolin  rose  by 
ixpence-farthing  per  kilo.  Easier  were 
anada  balsam  (down  sixpence  per  lb.) 
nd  Costa  Rican  Ipecacuanha  (down 
6d.). 

In  Essential  Oils,  Lemongrass  was 
6d.   per  kilo  lower  on  the  spot; 
CIS  de  rose  was  easier  for  shipment 
threepence  per  lb.  but  the  spot  posi- 
lon  was  firmer  by  the  same  amount, 
ast  Indian  Sandalwood  was  short  with 
firm  offers,  Mysore  being  unchanged. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

Caffeine. — hydrate  and  anhydrous  in 
s  than  50-kilo  lots  30s.  per  kilo. 
Chloral  hydrate. — I -cwt.  4s.  8d.  per  lb. 
Dienoestrol. — B.p.  is  Is.  3d.  per  gm.  for 
)-kilo  lots. 
Emetine. — hydrochloride,  £450  kilo. 
Ephedrine. — hydrochloride,  4s.  9d.  per 
)z.  for  1,000-oz.  lots,  methyl  derivative, 
I25s.  kilo. 

Hexamine. — B.p.c.  1959,  50-kilo  lots  are 
Ss.  per  kilo. 

Hyoscine. — (Per   kilo):  hydrobromide, 
),932s.;  methylbromide,  4,374s. 
Hyoscyamine     sulphate.  —  1-kilo  lots, 
,357s. 

Neomycin  sulphate,  b.p. — 5-kilos,  550s. 
KT  kilo  sterile  and  non-sterile. 

Penicillin. — Sodium,  potassium  or  pro- 
:aine,  2.25d.  per  mega  for  5,000  megas. 

Prednisolone. — alcohol  and  acetate 
from  7s.  per  gm. 

Prednisone.- — 1-kilo  lots,  alcohol  and 
acetate,  6s.  6d.  per  gm. 

Streptomycin. — base  and  sulphate, 
2.85d.  per  gm. 


Crude  Drugs 

Aconite. — Spanish  napellus,  4s.  3d.  lb. 
(4s.,  c.i.f.). 

Agar.— Kob6  No.  1,  19s.  6d.  lb.,  c.i.f.; 
European,  22s.  6d.,  duty  paid. 

Aloes. — (Per  cwt.).  Cape  primes,  290s., 
pot,  nominal;  265s.,  c.i.f.,  October-Novem- 

r.  Curasao,  510s.;  490s.,  c.i.f. 

Balsams. — (per  lb.).  Canada:  33s.  6d., 

i.f.,  34s.  spot;  Copaiba:  b.p.c,  10s.  9d.; 
.i.f.;  10s.  6d.,  spot;  Peru:  12s.  9d.  to 
|13s.  9d.,  c.i.f.;  13s.  3d.  spot;  Tolu:  b.p., 
|l3s.-14s.;  genuine  as  imported,  41s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  block  b.p.c,  spot  £27 
per  cwt. 

Calumba.— Spot,  130s.  cwt.,  120s.,  c.i.f. 

Camphor. — b.p.  powder,  spot  unobtain- 
able; shipment,  nominal. 

Cardamoms. — AUeppy  greens,  15s.  3d.  lb., 
ci.f.;  prime  seed,  24s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Cascara.— Spot,  300s.  cwt.,  290s.,  c.i.f. 


Cassia. — Lif>nea,  whole,  500s.  cwl.,  duty 
paid,  nominal;  420s.,  ci.f. 

Cherry  bark. — Thin  natural,  2s.  9d.  lb., 
spot;  2s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Chillies. — Zanzibar  350s.  cwt.  spot. 

Cinnamon. — Seychelles  bark,  no  spot 
offers;  shipment.  240s.  cwt.,  c.i.f.  Ceylon 
OUILLS  (lb.,  c.i.f.)  five  O's,  10s.  4d.;  four 
O's,  9s.  6d.;  firsts,  6s.  2d.;  quillings,  3s.  lid. 

Cochineal. — (Per  lb.).  Canary  Isles  silver- 
grey,  spot,  28s.  6d.  nominal,  28s.  6d.,  c.i.f.; 
black  brilliant,  30s.  spot  and  c.i.f.  Peruvian 
silver  grey,  22s.  6d.  nominal,  22s.  c.i.f., 
nominal. 

CociLLANA. — Bark,  3s.  lb.,  c.i.f.  (spot, 
3s.  3d.). 

Colocynth  pulp. — Spot  and  c.i.f.  4s.  6d. 

lb. 

Cubebs. — Spot  quoted  at  285s.  cwt. 

Dandelion.  —  Root,  350s.  cwt.  spot; 
340s.,  c.i.f. 

Gentian. — Spot,  270s.  cwt.;  260s.  c.i.f., 
both  nominal. 

Ginger. — (Per  cwt.) — Jamaican  No.  3, 
340s.  spot  and  c.i.f.;  Cochin,  310s.,  spot; 
325s.,  c.i.f.  Nigerian  split,  145s.;  peeled, 
157s.  6d.;  147s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Gum  acacia. — Kordofan  cleaned  sorts, 
245s.  cwt.  spot;  242s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Honey. — (per  cwt.,  ex  store).  Australian 
light  amber,  150s.;  medium  amber,  135s. 
Argentinian,  1 55s.  ;Canadian,  185s. ;  Mexican, 
130s.;  Chinese,  120s. 

Hyoscyamus. — Niger,  2s.  2d.  lb.;  2s.,  c.i.f. 

Ipecacuanha. — (Per  lb.).  Matto  Grosso, 
48s.  spot,  47s.,  c.i.f.  nominal;  Costa  Rican, 
62s.  and  58s.,  c.i.f.;  Colombian,  47s.  6d.  and 
47s.,  c.i.f. 

Jalap. — Mexican,  6s.  6d.  lb.  spot,  6s., 
c.i.f.;  Brazilian,  2s.  (2s.  Id.,  c.i.f.). 

Karaya.— No.  2  f.a.q.  gum,  365s.  cwt. 
spot;  335s.,  c.i.f. 

Lanolin. — anhydrous,  b.p.,  is  dearer  at 
from  5s.  5d.  to  6s.  0*d.  kilo  as  to  grade  in 
1-ton  lots  delivered  free  drums. 

Lemon  peel. — Spot,  2s.  9d.  lb.,  2s.  6d., 
c.i.f. 

Lobelia.— (lb.)  Dutch,  new  crop,  4s.  2d., 
c.i.f.;  4s.  4d.,  spot.  American,  12s.  9d.,  c.i.f.; 
13s.  spot. 

Lycopodium. — Spot,  25s.  lb.  nominal. 

Mace. — Grenada  No.  1,  spot,  9s.  6d.  lb. 

Mercury.— Spot,  £221  per  flask  of  76  lb. 
ex  warehouse,  nominal. 

Nutmegs.— (Per  lb.).  West  Indian  (c.i.f.) 
80's,  5s.  4d.;  sound  unsorted,  3s.  7d.;  defec- 
tives, 2s.  8d.  East  Indian  80's,  4s.  lid. 
llO's,  4s.  2d.,  c.i.f. 

Nux  vomica. — Shipment,  110s.  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Pepper. — Sarawak  white,  2s.  9d.,  spot; 
2s.  6^d.  c.i.f.;  black,  2s.  Id.,  c.i.f.  Brazilian 
black,  grade  1,  2s.  9id.,  duty  paid. 

Pimento. — Shipment,  700s.  cwt.,  f.o.b. 

Podophyllum. — Einodi,  230s.  cwt.  nomi- 
nal; 230s.,  c.i.f. 

QuiLLAiA.— 215s.  cwt.,  spot;  205s.,  c.i.f. 

Rhubarb. — Various  grades  offered  at  from 
9s.  to  25s.  per  lb.  spot. 

Saffron. — Mancha  superior,  1, 000s.  per 
lb.;  Rio,  975s.,  landed  terms. 

Sarsaparilla.  —  Jamaican,  3s.  4id.  lb., 
spot;  3s.  2d.,  c.i.f. 

Seeds. — (Per  cwt.) — Anise.^ — China  star 
275s.,  duty  paid.  Celery.— Indian,  nominal 
spot,  255s.;  shipment,  230s.,  c.i.f.  Coriander 
— Moroccan,  85s.,  duty  paid;  58s.  6d.,  c.i.f.; 
Rumanian,  whole,  105s.,  duty  paid.  Cumin. 
— Iranian,  165s.,  duty  paid;  135s.,  c.i.f. 
Dill.— Indian,  142s.  6d.;  112s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 


Fennel. — Chinese,  I47s.  6d.,  duty  paid; 
Indian,  185s.;  160s.,  c.i.f.  Fenugreek. — 
Moroccan,  spot,  85s.,  duty  paid;  new  crop 
for  57s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Mustard. — English,  65s. 
to  105s. 

Senega. — Canadian,  spot,  31s.  lb.;  new 
crop,  30s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Japanese,  27s.  6d.,  in 
bond. 

Senna. — (Per  lb.)  Tinnevelly  leaves  spot; 
Prime  No.  1,  2s.  3d.;  No.  3,  f.a.q..  Is.  4Jd.; 
shipment.  No.  3,  Is.  2}d.,  c.i.f.  pods: 
Tinnevelly  hand-picked,  spot,  2s.  lOd.; 
manufacturing  Is.  9d.  Alexandria  hand- 
picked,  from  4s.  6d.  to  7s.  as  to  grade; 
manufacturing  forward,  2s.  2d.,  c.i.f.;  spot 
2s.  4d. 

Squill. — white,  155s.,  cwt.;  new  crop, 
140s.,  c.i.f. 

Tonquin  beans. — Para,  9s.  lb.,  c.i.f. 
(10s.  spot);  Angostura  seconds,  7s.  landed. 

Tragacanth.— No.  1,  £285  cwt.;  No.  2, 
£265  spot. 

Turmeric. — Madras  spot  nominally,  300s. 
cwt.  after  business  done  at  275s.;  shipment, 
285s.,  c.i.f. 

Vanillin.— (Per  lb.),  5-cwt.  lots,  21s.  6d., 
2-cwt.  21s.  9d.;  56-lb.,  22s.;  small  quanti- 
ties, 22s.  6d. 

Waxes.— (Per  cwt.)  Bees',  Dar-es-Salaam, 
775s.,  c.i.f.  Candellila,  550s.,  spot; 
Carnauba,  fatty  grey,  335s.;  312s.  6d.,  c.i.f.; 
prime  yellow,  465s.;  425s.,  c.i.f. 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Bois  de  rose. — Brazilian,  19s.  3d.  lb.  spot, 
18s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

Cinnamon.  —  English-distilled,  75s.  per 
oz. ;  other  b.p.  oils  from  22s.  to  130s.  per 
lb.  Ceylon  leaf,  18s.;  Seychelles  leaf  rectified, 
20s. 

Citronella. — Ceylon,  6s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot, 
6s.  3d.  c.i.f.;  Formosan,  5s.  lOd.,  in  bond; 
6s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  Chinese,  4s.  9d.,  in  bond; 
4s.  lO^d.,  c.i.f. 

Ginger. — Imported  (per  lb.);  Indian, 
165s.,  Chinese,  80s.,  Jamaican,  175s. 

Juniper  berry. — English  distilled,  270s. 
lb.;  imported,  65s. 

Lemongrass. — Spot,  43s.  6d.  kilo;  ship- 
ment, 40s.  6d.,  c.i.f 

Lime. — West  Indian  distilled,  74-76s.  per 
lb.  on  the  spot.  New  crop,  72s.,  c.i.f. 

Nutmeg. — East  Indian,  48s.  to  50s.  lb.; 
West  Indian,  80s.;  English  distilled,  110s. 

Olive.— Spot  £348-£355  per  ton  ex  wharf. 
Shipment:  Spanish,  £278-£285  metric  ton 
f.o.b. ;  Tunisian,  £280-£290  c.  and  f.,  London. 

Orange. — Florida  sweet,  4s.  6d.  per  lb.; 
Spanish  from  19s. 

Patchouli.— Spot,  27s.  to  30s.  per  lb. 
duty  paid;  shipment,  25s.  to  26s.,  c.i.f. 

Petitgrain. — Paraguay  for  shipment, 
18s.  c.i.f.;  spot,  18s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Pimento. — berry,  imported,  95s.;  English 
distilled,  390s.;  leaf,  21s.  per  lb. 

Sandalwood. — Mysore  spwt,  140s.  lb.. 
East  Indian,  no  offers. 

Spearmint. — American,  65s.  lb.  Chinese 
spot,  60s.  per  kilo;  shipment,  58s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Tangerine. — From  38s.  to  46s.  6d.  lb. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  August  20:  The  new 
crop  of  Lemongrass  has  not  been 
as  large  as  ex.pected  according  to 
dealers  and  prices  have  risen  to  a 
range  of  $2.25-$2.50  per  lb.  Demand 
for  Brazilian  Menthol  is  quiet  but 
prices  have  risen  5  cents  to  $4.20  per 
lb. 
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APPLICATIONS  ADVERTISED 
BEFORE  REGISTRATION 
"Trade  Marks  Journal,"  August  7.  No.  4693 

INFRABATH,  922,472,  by  British  Chemo- 
tlieutic  Products,  Ltd..  Bradford,  Yorlcs. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  for  use  in 
baths  for  the  treatment  of  rheumatism, 
fibrositis,  sciatica,  muscular  stiffness  and 
the  like  complaints  (5) 

SELGRIP,  922,505,  by  M.C.P.  Pure  Drugs. 
Ltd.,  Aiperton,  Wembley,  Middlesex.  For 
bandages  and  dressings,  medical  and  surgi- 
cal plasters,  surgical  tissues  and  lint  for 
medical  purposes  (5) 

SIDONNA,  922,684,  by  Stafford-Miller.  Ltd., 
Hatfield,  Herts.  For  pharmaceutical  and 
medicinal  preparations  (5) 

PARATRIVAC.  922.791,  by  Hoechst  Pharma- 
ceuticals, Ltd.,  Brentford,  Middlesex.  For 
preparations  and  substances  for  veterinary 
use  (5) 

PENOSUM.  923,603,  by  Biochemie,  G.m.b.H., 
Vienna,  Austria.  For  pharmaceutical  pro- 
ducts (5) 

"Trade  Marks  Journal,"  August  14,  No.  4694 

GLOS,SONE.  908.809,  by  Coriolanus.  A.G., 
Rinningen,  Switzerland.  For  hair  selling 
lotions  (3) 

DREAM-A-SET,  B912.277,  by  F.  W,  Hampshire 
&  Co..  Ltd,,  Derby.  For  preparations  for 
selling  ihe  hair  (3) 

DEEP-MIST.  B914,285.  by  Aspro-Nicholas, 
Ltd..  Slough,  Bucks.  For  non-medicated 
toilet  preparations,  cosmetic  preparations, 
preparations  for  the  hair,  depilatory  prepara- 
tions, perfumes,  soaps,  essential  oils,  eau 
de  Cologne,  dentifrices,  sachets  for  use  in 
waving  the  hair  and  toilet  articles  (3) 

MOARA  SHIRA,  B9 14.485,  by  Johannes 
Nicolaas  Leaper,  Hilversum,  Holland.  For 
perfumes,  non-medicated  toilet  preparations, 
toilet  soap,  cosmetic  preparations,  eau  de 
Cologne,  preparations  for  the  hair  and 
dentifrices  (3) 

DEBENETTE,  914,974,  by  Debenhams.  Ltd.. 
London.  W.l.  For  non-medicated  cosmetic 
and  toilet  preparations  (3) 

NICHOL  TENDASPRAY,  9\6jn.  by  Cardi- 
nelli  Beauty  Products,  Ltd.,  London.  N.4. 
For  cosmetics;  ami  false  eyelashes  being 
toilet  articles  (3) 

SWAN  (device),  918,856,  by  Unilever,  Ltd., 
Port  Sunlight.  Birkenhead.  Ches.  For  deter- 
gents {not  for  use  in  industrial  or  manu- 
facturing processes):  common  soap  and  per- 
fumed soap  (3) 

KLYTIA  I  B  (device),  917.852,  by  Societe  des 
Etablissements  Klytia,  S.a.r.l..  Levallois- 
Perret  (Hauts-de-Seine).  France.  For  per- 
fumes, non-medicated  toilet  preparations,  cos- 
nielics,  preparations  for  the  hair,  perfumed 
soap,    dentifrices   and   loitei   articles  (3) 

FRAG-RINSE,  B9 17,756,  by  David  Roberts, 
Teddington,  Middlesex,  For  preparations  and 
substances  for  laundry  use,  hair-washing 
preparations  and  toilet  mouth  washes  {non- 
medicated)  (3) 

FRO.STY  COOL,  6919,900,  by  Studio  Girl- 
Holiywood.  Ltd.,  Havant,  Hants.  For  per- 
fumes, non-medical  ed  toilet  preparations, 
cosmetic  preparations,  dentifrices,  depilatory 
preparations,  toilet  articles,  sachets  for  use 
in  waving  the  hair,  shampoos,  soaps  and 
essential  oils  (3) 

RESAL,  920,796,  by  Alberto-Culver  Co.,  Mel- 
rose Park.  Illinois,  U.S.A.  For  cosmetic 
preparations  and  non-medicated  toilet  pre- 
parations (3) 

Devices,  920,886-87,  by  Coty  (England),  Ltd., 
London.  W.I.  For  perfumes,  eau  de  Cologne, 
non-medicated  toilet  preparations  and  cos- 
metics, preparations  for  the  hair,  dentifrices, 
soaps  and  toilet  articles  (3) 

MOOSE,  922,197,  by  Food  Industries,  Ltd., 
Speke,  Liverpool.  For  essential  oils,  cos- 
metic essences  and  flavourings  consisting 
wholly  or  principally  of  essential  oils  (3) 

DOW  CORNING  (device),  B885,430,  by  Dow 
Corning  Corporation,  Midland,  Michigan, 
U.S.A.  For  pharmaceutical  and  veterinary 
substances    containing    silicones  (5) 

MULTOZYM,  905.843,  by  Franco  Indian  Phar- 
maceuticals   Private,    Ltd.,    Bombay,  India. 


For  pharmaceutical  preparations  containing 
enzymes  (5) 

PIPORIN.  913.870,  by  Edward  Henderson,  New 
York,  U.S.A.  For  piperazinium  bis  iacelyl- 
salicvlate)  being  a  pharmaceutical  preparation 
(5) 

ALDRITE,  915,531,  by  Shell  International 
Petroleum  Co.,  Ltd..  London,  S.E.I.  For 
insecticides,  larvicides.  fungicides,  herbicides 
and  pesticides;  preparations  for  killing  weeds 
and  destroying  vermin  (5) 

GUANOR,  917,333,  by  R.  P.  Drugs,  Ltd,, 
Leeds,  7.  For  pharmaceutical  products  (5) 

OH  DEAR  (device),  B907.588,  by  Oh-Dear 
Laboratories,  Inc..  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
U.S.A.  For  deodorants,  and  disinfectants  (5) 

RAPOSTAN,  918,434,  by  Etablissements  Sopar, 
Brussels.  7,  Belgium.  Devices,  919,235-36, 
by  Safety  and  First  Aid  Services  (Safe-Aid), 
Ltd.,    Liverpool,    15.    AUDAX,    921,857,  by 

H.  R.  Napp.  Ltd.,  Leavesden.  North  Watford. 
Herts.  For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and 
substances  (5) 

RESTOVAR.  919.065,  by  Organon  Laboratories, 
Ltd.,  Morden,  Surrey.  For  medicines  and 
pharmaceutical  preparations  and  substances 
for  human  and   veterinary  use  (5) 

GRAVIBINON,  919,243,  by  Schering.  AG., 
Berlin,  65.  Germany.  For  pharmaceutical 
veterinary  and  sanitary  substances  and  pre- 
parations (5) 

SHELLGARD,  919,743,  by  Shell  International 
Petroleum  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  S.E.I.  For 
anthelmintics,  veterinary  substances;  washes 
and  dips,  all  for  animals;  disinfectants; 
insecticides,  inseclicidal  collars  and  insecti- 
cidal  bands;  pesticides;  none  being  for  export 
to  or  sale  in  Puerto  Rico  (5) 

POM-POM.  919,291,  by  Boots  Pure  Drug  Co,. 
Ltd..  Nottingham.  For  deodorants  (5) 

NASOHALER,  920,080,  by  Vantorex,  Ltd,, 
Loughborough.  Leics.  For  pharmaceutical 
and  medical  preparations  and  substances, 
all  for  nasal  use  (5) 

CIBANOL.  921,202,  VETIMAST,  923,943,  by 
CIBA,  Ltd..  Basle.  Switzerland.  For  pharma- 
ceutical preparations  and  substances  for 
human   and   veterinary  use  (5) 

MUNDIPHARMA  (device),  921,685.  by  Mundi- 
pharma,  Ltd.,  Lancing,  Sussex.  For  pharma- 
ceutical and  veterinary  substances  and  pre- 
parations (5) 

NEOSAR,  922,399.  by  Societa  Azionaria 
Romagnola  Industrie  Agricolo  Farmaceutiche, 
Bologna,  Italy.  For  fungicides  and  pesticides 
(5) 

ALSIUM,  924,324.  BOLANIC,  BRAVENYL, 
924,327-28,  HELMINEX,  924,331,  ROBETIL. 
924.341.  by  Roche  Products,  Ltd.,  Welwyn 
Garden  City  Herts.  For  pharmaceutical, 
veterinary  and  sanitary  substances  (5) 

MOZOTON,  924,102,  by  CIBA,  Ltd.,  Basle, 
Switzerland.  For  pharmaceutical  preparations 
and  substances  for  human  and  veterinary 
use;  chemical  preparations  for  killing  weeds 
and  destroying  vermin  (5) 

ELIDA.  919,896,  by  Unilever,  Ltd.,  Port  Sun- 
light. Birkenhead,  Ches.  For  hand  imple- 
ments for  use  in  hairdressing;  and  hear  cut- 
ting machines  for  personal  use  (8) 

DUETTE.  922,227.  by  Boots  Pure  Drug  Co.. 
Ltd.,  Nottingham.  For  electric  shaving  in- 
struments (8) 

AMORLITE,  917,496,  by  Amorlite  Lens  Co., 
Inc  ,  Burbank,  California,  U.S.A.  For 
ophthalmic  lenses  made  of  plastics,  to  be 
supplied  on  prescription  (9) 

DUALMAT,  921,982,  by  Boots  Pure  Drug  Co., 
Ltd.,  Nottingham.  For  photographic,  cinema- 
tographic and  optical  apparatus  and  instru- 
ments (9) 

MAX  FACTOR.  902,349,  by  Max  Factor  & 
Co.,  Hollywood,  California,  U.S.A.  For 
powder  brushes,  lip  brushes,  and  powder 
puffs,   all  for  toilet  use  (21) 

PATENTS 

COMPLETE  SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 
From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
Auaust  14 

Antigenic  and  allergenic  preparations.  Medim- 
pex        Gyogyszerkulkereskedelmi  Vallalat. 

I.  128,005. 

Biologically  active  anthrones.  Westminster 
Laboratories,  Ltd.  1,128.106, 


Method  and  an  apparatus  for  degassing  a 
viscous  liijuid.  Onderzoekings-Instituut  Re- 
search. N.V.  1,128,168. 

Unit  for  batchwise  vacuum  rectification  of 
heat  sensitive  liiptid  mixtures  under  forced 
circulations.  Gosudarstvenny  Nauchno  — 
Issledovatelsky  I  Proektny  Institut  Azotnoi 
Promyshlennosti  I  Productov  Organicheskogo 
Sinteza.  1.128,185. 

Process  for  rendering  powders  free  flowing  and 
the  thus-obtained  powders.  Organon  Labora- 
tories, Ltd.  1,128,192. 

5-Benzylpyriniidine  derivatives  and  process  for 
Ihe  preparation  thereof.  Wellcome  Founda- 
tion. Ltd.  (Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 
(U.S.A.).  Inc.).  1,128.234. 

Alkali  metal  salts  of  a-aminobenzyl-penicillin. 
Beecham  Group,  Ltd.  1,128,235. 

Method  and  a  device  for  aseptic  removal  of 
liiiuid  from  a  web  of  packaging  material. 
Tetra  Pak  A.B.  1,128,238. 

l-H ydroxy-oeslradiol  derivatives  and  a  process 
for  their  manufacture.  Schering,  A.G. 
1,128,254, 

Therapeutic  compositions  for  the  treatment  of 

bronchial  spasms.    Warner-Lambert   Pharma-  W 

ceutical  Co,  1,128,258. 
Container  for  fluids  and  the  like.  Rexall  Drug  i 

&  Chemical  Co.  1,128,292.  |  i 

Method  of,  and  apparatus  for,  washing  blood  ]  M 

or  other  biological  cells.   Ivan  Sorvall,   Inc.  I  it 

1.128,303.  j  [ 

Sterilising  and  filling  bottles.  National  Research  |  .ir 

Development  Corporation.    1,128,323.  j  t 

W  aler-in-oil      emulsion      vaccines,      Wellcome  [■ 

Foundation,    Ltd.,    1.128,325,  | 
Detergent  composition.  Unilever,  Ltd.  1,128,330.  i( 
Production   of   crystalline   substances   in  finely 

divided     form.      Minister     of  Technology. 

1,128,341. 

Diagnostic    composition.     Miles  Laboratories, 

Inc.  1.128,371. 
Injectable         pharmaceutical  compositions. 

Sophymex,  S.A.  1,128,372. 
O-isopropoxyphenyl    n    -    chloroacetyl    -    n  - 

melhylcarbamates  and  peslicidal  compositions 

containing  the  same.  Hercules  Inc.  1,128,424. 
Lycopene.  Soc.  Farmaceutici  Italia.  1.128.440. 
Measurement   of   turbidity   of   fluids.  National 

Research  Development  Corporation.  1,128,446. 
Dry  transfer  label  and  method  of  application 

of     sucfi     a     label.     Nashua  Corporation. 

1,128,455. 

Synthetic     sea-water     composition.  Aquarium 

Systems.  Inc.  1,128,503. 
Influenza     vaccine.      Beecham     Group,  Ltd. 

1,128,637.  I 
British  patent  specifications  relating  to  the 
above  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each) 
from  the  Patents  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London.  W.C.2, 
from  October  2. 

NEW  COMPANIES 

P. C.  ^Private  Company.  R.O.  =  Registered  Office.  ■ 

ARNOLD  &  CHRISTIE  LABORATORIl  S. 
LTD.  (P.C.).  —  Capital  £1,000.  To  carry  on  j 
the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  etc.  Direc- 
tors: Martin  C.  Arnold  and  Michael  Christie. 
M.P.S.  R.O.  :  317  Elephant  &  Castle  Shopping 
Centre,   London.  S.E.I. 

BAYER    (U.K.),    LTD.    (P.O.    —  Capital 
1700.000.    To    act    as    holding    company  for 
United  Kingdom  subsidiaries  of  Farbenfabriken 
Bayer,   A.G.,   Germany.   Directors:    V.  Caven-i" 
dish-Bentinck   (chairman).   H.   Gierliche,   J,    V  ' 
Webb.     R.O.  :     Kingsway    House,    Richmond,  ii. 
Surrev. 

CHEMICA  LABORATORIES.  LTD.  (P.O. 
—  Capital  £1,000.  To  carry  on  the  business 
of  manufacturing,  dispensing  and  analytical 
chemists,  etc.  Subscribers:  Ronald  Swyer  and 
Stuart  S.  Mehlman,  16  Devonshire  Square, 
London,  E.C.2. 

K.  NELSON  (CHEMISTS),  LTD.  (P.C).  — 
Capital  £1.000.  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
dispensing  and  analytical  chemists,  etc.  Direc- 
tors: Samuel  Nelson,  Janet  S,  Nelson  and 
Keith  Nelson,  M.P.S.  (Directors,  S,  Nelson 
(Liverpool),  Ltd.),  R.O.  :  Duchy  Chambers 
24   Sir  Thomas   Street,   Liverpool,  2, 

MULCEA  COSMETICS,  LTD.  (PC),  — 
Capital  £1,(X)0.  Directors:  Patrick  Maguire  and 
Kathleen  Maguire.  R.O.  :  2  Old  Cock  Yard, 
Preston. 
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PRINT  AND  PUBLICITY 

A  LIPSTICK  shade  selector  that  shows 
the  colour  produced  "on  the  lips,"  has 
been  introduced  for  Nivea  lipsticks  by 
Smith  &  Nephew  toiletries  division 
(distributors:  Southalls  (Sales),  Ltd., 
Bessemer  Road,  Welwyn  Garden  City, 
Herts).  In  the  selector  the  in-use  colour 
is  printed  in  lip  shape  on  acetate.  The 
selector  incorporates  a  mirror. 

The  October  5  issue  of  Woman  will 
contain  a  two-bath  sample  sachet  of 
Fynnon  Spa  bath  salts  as  a  free  gift 
to  readers.  The  promotion  is  being 
backed  by  television  commercials  on 
all  stations  except  Eire  and  advertise- 
ments in  Daily  Mirror,  Daily  Express, 
Daily  Record  and  Belfast  Telegraph. 
Fynnon  Spa  (makers  Beecham  Propri- 
etary Medicines,  St.  Helens,  Lanes), 
is  recommended  to  readers  after  tests 
by   the    Woman's   beauty  editor. 

In  the  strongest  national  advertising 
campaign  yet  mounted  for  a  sugar  sub- 
stitute, Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co., 
Wellcome  Building,  Euston  Road,  Lon- 
don, N.W.I,  are  taking  a  4-p.  supple- 
ment in  the  London  Evening  News 
on  September  5.  The  campaign  heralds 
the  launch  of  the  "unique"  one-at-a- 
time  Saxin  300  tablet  "dispenser."  The 
supplement  will  comprise  one  full-page 
advertisement  and  three  pages  of  short 
articles,  a  quiz,  a  crossword,  diet,  exer- 
cises and  "other  entertaining  items" 
on  the  subject  of  keeping  fit  and  slim- 
ming. Later  there  will  be  advertise- 
ments in  leading  women's  magazines. 

PRESS  ADVERTISING 

Beecham  ToiLtfRV  Divlsion,  Beecham  House, 
Brentford,  Middlesex.  Brylcreem.  National 
launch  ot  new  red  packs  on  August  26 
advertised  in  Daily  Mirror  and  Daily  Express 
(supporting  television  campaign). 

Dreamland  Appliances,  Ltd.,  Shipyard  Estate, 
Hythe,  Southampton,  Hants:  Dreamland 
electric  blankets.   In   London   evening,  daily. 


DRESSED    FOR    DISPLAY:  Carton    of  Belle 

Color   as    recentl.v    modified  in   desi^n,  shown 

in    carton    of    six    opened  out    for  di^pla.v■ 

Makers  are  Golden  Ltd.,  Berkele.v  Square, 
London,  W.I. 


evening  and  weekly  provincial  newspapers 
during  peak  electric  blanket  selling  season 
(free  retailer-participation  scheme  for  stock- 
ists to  have  name  included  locally). 

Fri  NCH  &  S<OTT,  Ltd.,  1A  Downs  Park  Road, 
London,  E.8 :  French  hair  preparations.  In 
Daily  Express,  Daily  Mirror,  Sun,  Daily 
Mail,  Daily  Telegraph,  Daily  Sketch,  Sun- 
day Post,  Evening  Standard  and  Eveninn 
News  (during  "'French  of  London  fortnight," 
September  9-21). 

Scorr  &  Bowne,  Ltd.,  50  Upper  Brook  Street, 
London.  W.l:  Fenjal  creme-bath.  In  Wo- 
man, Woman's  Own,  Vogue,  Fashion  and 
Nova. 

SoPHiSTiouE,  Ltd.,  New  Road.  Winsford,  Ches: 
Top  Note  hair  spray  and  shampoo.  In 
Household    Shopping  Guide. 

Tho.s.  Christy  &  Co..  Ltd.,  North  Lane. 
Aldershot,  Hants  (distributors):  Victory  V 
lozenges  and  gums.  In  Daily  Mirror,  Daily 
Express  and  TV  Times.  For  four  months 
during  autumn. 

Weila  (Great  Britain).  Ltd..  Wella  Road, 
Basingstoke,  Hants:  Wella  shampoo,  con- 
ditioner and  hair  set  (new  ""complete  hair 
beauty  programme").  In  Woman's  Own, 
Woman's  Realm,   Petticoat  and  Nineteen. 


PUBLICATIONS 

Catalogues  and  Lists 

Institute  of  Phactitioni  rs  in  Advertising, 
44  Belgrave  Square,  London,  S.W.I:  "'Visual 
Aids  List"  (list  of  films,  etc.,  on  advertis- 
ing,   marketing,  salesmanship). 

Japanese  Cameras,  Ltd.,  50  Piccadilly,  Tun- 
stall,  Stoke-on-Trent,  Staffs:  1968-69  cata- 
logue   (cover    price  ninepence). 

BOOKS  RECEIVED 

Mention  of  a  book  in  this  column  doe.s  not 
preclude  a   review  at  a  later  date. 

Practical    Emulsions,    Volumes    1    and    2. — 

H.  BENNLir.  J.  L.  Bishop.  CH.F.  and  M.  F. 
WuLFiNOHOEL,  M.E.,  Chemical  Publishing  Co. 
Inc..  212  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.Y. 
1(1010.  United  States.  81  x  5i  in.  Third 
edition,  volume  1.  Pp.  vii  and  181.  $12.  Vol- 
ume 2.  Pp.  vii  and  204. 

Reagents  for  Organic  S.vnthe$is. — L.  F.  and 
M.  FiESEU.  John  Wiley  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Baffins 
Lane,  Chichester,  Sussex.  91  x  6  in.  Pp.  vii 
and  1457.  210s. 

Topics    in   Pharmaceutical   Sciences,  Volume 

I.  — D.  Perlman  (editor).  John  Wiley  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  Baffins  Lane.  Chichester,  Sussex.  9  X 
5^  in.  Pp.  ix  and  1.16.  75s. 

Unit  Processes  in  Pharmacy. — D.  Gandehton, 
B.Pharm.,  Ph.D..  William  Heinemann 
Medical  Books,  Ltd.,  li  Bedford  Square, 
London,  W.C.I.  8i  x  51  in.  Pp.  vii  and  244. 
40s. 

Actinomycin:  Nature,  Formation  and  Activi- 
ties. —  S.  A.  Waksman  (editor).  John  Wiley 
Xl  Sons,  Ltd.,  Baffins  Lane.  Chichester,  Sussex. 
9  X  6  in.  Pp.  i\  and  2.M.  84s. 

A  Survey  of  Alcoholism  in  an  English  County. 
—  M.  C.  Moss,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.M.,  and 
E.  Beresford  Davies,  M.D.,  D.P.M.  Geigy 
(U.K.).  Ltd.,  Pharmaceuticals  division,  Hurds- 
field  Industrial  Estate,  Macclesfield,  Ches. 
91  X  6i  in.  Pp.  127. 

COMING  EVENTS 

Items  for  inclusion  under  this  heading  should 
be  sent  in  time  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later 
than  first  post  on  Wednesday  of  the  week  of 
insertion. 

Saturday,  August  31 

International  Pharmac  euticai  Federation, 
Hamburg,  Western  Germany.  General 
assembly  and  International  Congress  of  Phar- 
maceutical Sciences.   Until  September  7. 

Courses  and  Conferences 

Deparlmlnt  of  Health,  Hairdressinc.  and 
Floristrv,  Tottenham  Technical  College, 
High  Road.  London,  N.15.  Two-year  course 
in  beauty  culture  for  senior  hairdressing  staff 
and  cosmetic  sales  assistants,  on  Monday  even- 
ings in  preparation  for  College  Certificate  in 
Beauty  Culture.  Fee:  £2  10s.  per  session  of 
three  terms. 

Society  for  analytical  chemistry.  Mid 
Herts  College  of  Further  Education,  The 
Campus,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  at  11  a.m.  on 
October  ^.  Meeting  on  applications  of  chroma- 
tography   in    pharmaceutical  analysis. 

"Distributive  Industry  Traininci  Board — 
Obtainino  the  Maximum  Benefits."  One-day 
seminar  at  Cafe  Royal.  Regent  Street.  London, 
W.l.  on  September  25.  Fee  £21.  Organisers: 
John  Tyzach  &  Partners  (Training),  Ltd.,  10 
Hallam  Street,  London,  W.I. 

WORLD  TRADE 

Soviet  Cosmetics   Industry  Boost. — 

Measures  to  increase  the  production 
and  improve  the  quality  and  range  of 
cosmetics  and  perfumes  made  in  the 
Soviet  Union  are  the  subject  of  a 
government  decision  announced  in 
Moscow  recently.  It  is  intended  in  the 
next  five  years  to  commission  capacities 
equalling  those  built  in  the  125  years 
existence  of  the  Russian  cosmetics  in- 
dustry. Ten  new  factories  are  to  be 
built  and  eight  factories  reconstructed. 


PERFUME  AND  MAKE-UP  "MERCHANDISERS":  "The  Fragrant  Ones,"  has  a  distinctive 
headboard  new  display  pieces  and  testing  stands  for  complete  ranges  of  Flair,  Bond  Street  and 
Reverie  perfumes  that  conveys  the  magic  and  mystery  of  perfume  in  a  portrayal  of  Rossetti- 
type  face.  Each  holds  a  bottle  of  the  perfume  itself,  a  spray  mist  and  Christmas  packs  of  mini- 
spray  and  small  purse-size  perfume.  A  new  "merchandiser"  for  Supertint  moisturised  make-up 
is  designed  to  contain  a  stock  of  three  of  each  shade.  On  the  front  is  a  shade  guide.  All  the 
products  are  by  Yardley  of  London,  Ltd.,  33  Old  Bond  Street,  London,  W.l. 
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Press 

What  doctors  are  reading  about  developments 
in  drugs  and  treatments 

RAPID  methods  for  the  determination 
of  antibiotic  levels  in  blood  and  other 
body  fluids,  giving  results  in  only  40-90 
minutes,  have  been  developed  by 
workers  at  the  Universities  of  Monash 
and  Sydney,  Australia.  The  methods 
are  based  on  measurement,  by  pH 
meter,  of  the  fall  in  pn  in  a  culture 
containing  a  heavy  inoculum  of  test 
organisms.  Fermentation  is  inhibited 
by  the  antibiotic.  The  degree  of  inhibi- 
tion, reflected  by  the  pn  change,  is 
related  to  the  concentration  of  anti- 
biotic. In  one  method  a  single  measure- 
ment of  pH  is  made  after  R  hours' 
incubation  and  in  the  other  there  is  a 
continuous  recording  to  find  the  rate 
of  change  of  pH.  In  the  single-measure- 
ment method,  a  plot  of  pH  against  log. 
antibiotic  concentration  is  obtained  by 
incubating  tubes  containing  pooled 
serum  plus  known  amounts  of  anti- 
biotic. The  observed  pH  of  the  test 
serum  can  thus  provide  the  antibiotic 
content.  Although  standard  curves  have 
been  found  reproducible,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  they  should  be  repeated 
daily.  Test  organism  in  the  reported 
work  was  a  strain  of  Klebsiella 
aerogenes,  and  antibiotics  investigated 
kanamycin  and  gentamicin,  both  of 
which  build  up  potentially  toxic  blood 
levels  where  renal  function  is  impaired. 
Present  assay  methods  (tube  dilution  or 
plate  difi'usion)  involve  a  delay  of  6-8 
hours,  but  the  new  method  could  allow 
accurate  adjustment  of  dosage  during 
therapy.  The  small  volumes  of  patient 
serum  required  make  the  method 
ideally  suited  for  use  in  paediatric 
practice.  It  is  also  possible  to  feed  read- 
ings from  the  pu  meters  and  recorders 
into  laboratory  data-processing  systems 
(Lancet,  August  17,  p.  375). 

Aversion  therapy  has  been  success- 
fully applied  to  the  treatment  of  heroin 
dependence  by  workers  at  Graylingwell 
Hospital,  Chichester,  Sussex.  The  start- 
ing point  was  information  from  patients 
that  the  injection  ritual  is  as  import- 
ant as  the  drug  itself.  Aversion  to  the 
process  was  created  by  giving  suxa- 
methonium chloride  injections  timed  to 
cause  paralysis  at  the  time  of  heroin 
injection.  Nine  out  of  the  ten  patients 
who  completed  treatment  (which  lasts 
five  consecutive  days)  were  sub- 
sequently off  all  drugs  for  an  average 


of  thirty-three  weeks  (Lancet,  August 
17,  p.  382). 

Studies  of  drugs  left  at  home  by 
psychiatric  patients  when  they  are  ad- 
mitted to  hospital  have  revealed  that 
in  many  instances  it  is  the  potential 
suicide  who  leaves  them.  They  then 
become  a  danger  if  there  is  any  re- 
lapse after  discharge.  Workers  at 
Runwell  Hospital,  Wickford,  Essex, 
analysed  records  of  200  admissions 
and  found  that  eighty-six  patients  left 
at  home  a  total  of  163  bottles  of 
medication — forty-four  of  them  leav- 
ing more  than  one  bottle.  Largest  single 
collection  was  of  eight  bottles  of  medi- 
cation. General  practitioners  were  the 
main  source  of  the  drugs.  The  authors 
argue  the  need  for  all  concerned  to 
ensure  that  arrangements  are  made  for 
disposal  of  drugs  when  psychiatric 
patients  are  admitted  to  hospital 
(B.M.J.,  August  17,  p.  424). 

A  RELATIONSHIP  between  headaches 
experienced  by  patients  taking  oral 
contraceptives  and  the  incidence  of 
well-developed  arterioles  in  endo- 
metrial biopsy  specimens  has  been 
established  by  the  medical  officer  of 
the  Council  for  the  Investigation  of 
Fertility  Control.  She  has  shown  that 
the  relationship  is  affected  by  the  ratio 
of  the  progestogen  and  oestrogen  com- 
ponents of  the  "pill,"  as  well  as  by  the 
particular  steroids.  The  numbers  of 
women  affected  by  headache  varied 
from  8  to  60  per  cent,  of  subjects, 
according  to  the  formulation  (against 
an  overall  incidence  of  17  per  cent, 
before  the  trial).  The  author  believes 
that  the  arteriole  effect  can  only  be 
established  by  testing  each  combina- 
tion of  steroids  at  different  doses,  and 
suggests  that  endometrial  biopsies  may 
provide  a  short  cut  to  clinical  evalua- 
tion of  new  formulations  (B.M.J., 
August  17,  p.  402). 

ONCE-daily  doses  of  medicines  are 
to  be  preferred,  and  tablets  four  times 
a  day  should  be,  if  possible,  avoided, 
concludes  Dr.  M.  S.  Gatley,  Halewood, 
Liverpool,  after  a  survey  within  a 
single-handed  general  practice.  The 
author  recorded,  for  tablet  prescrip- 
tions only,  numbers  and  dosages  pres- 
cribed and  compared  the  numbers  re- 
maining with  the  calculated  amount  at 
a  second  consultation.  Records  from 
eighty-six  patients  who  claimed  to  have 
"faithfully  followed  instructions"  were 
available  for  analysis.  Only  one-third 
of  all  patients  were  found  to  have 
taken  the  correct  dose  and  nearly  60 
per  cent,  took  too  few,  less  than  10 
per  cent,  too  many.  A  clear  relation- 
ship was  found  between  accuracy  of 
administration   and  number  of  doses 


in  the  day.  With  one  daily  dose  the 
percentage  taking  the  correct  quantity 
was  66'7.  At  four  times  daily  it  fell 
to  21-6.  "For  some  reason,  q.d.s.  doses 
are  very  confusing  to  patients.  ...  It 
is  hard  to  imagine  what  happens  when 
more  complicated  dosage  schemes  are 
employed;  for  example,  reducing  doses 
of  steroid  hormones."  Although  few  of 
the  patients  recorded  were  taking 
courses  lasting  more  than  a  week,  there 
was  evidence  that  those  on  longer 
courses  took  their  tablets  more  con- 
scientiously than  those  on  short  courses 
(J.  roy.  Coll.  gen.  Pract.,  July,  p.  39). 

CONTEMPORARY 
THEMES 

Subjects   of   contributions    in   current  medical 
and  technical  publications 

AuTOCLAViNG.  Effect  of  on  certain  properties 
of  a  selected  polyethylene  container.  Amer. 
J.   hasp.  Pharm.,  July,  p.  348. 

Cough  syrups.  Quantitative  determination  of 
methapyrilene  hydrochloride  and  glyceryl 
guaiacolate  in.  Amer.  J.  hasp.  Pharm.,  July, 
p.  360. 

Cholera.  Oral  maintenance  therapy  for,  in 
adults.  Lancet,  August  17,  p.  30. 

Rapid  microbiological  assay  of  antibiotic 
in  blood  and  other  body  fluids.  Lancet, 
August  17,  p.  375. 

Heroin  dependence.  Aversion  therapy  for. 
Lancet,  August  17,  p.  382. 

Obganochlorine  pesticides  in  rainwater  in 
the  British  Isles.  Nature,  August  17,  p.  725. 

A  NEW  broad-spectrum  anthelmintic,  di- 
chlorvos.  Experiences  with,  in  the  adult  pig. 
Vet.  Rec,  August  17,  p.  160. 

Oral  contraceptives.  Relation  between  head- 
aches from,  and  development  of  endome- 
trial arterioles.  Brit,  iiied.  ].,  August  17, 
p.  402. 

Treatment  of  staphylococcal  sepsis  in  a 
casualty  department.  Trial  of  phenoxy- 
inethylpenicillin,  phenethiciliin,  and  linco- 
mycin.  Brit.  med.  J.,  August  17.  p.  407. 

Propranolol.  Sensitivity  to,  after  digoxin  intoxi- 
cation. Brit.  med.  J.,  August  17,  p.  413. 

Drugs  left  at  home  by  psychiatric  in- 
patients. Brit.  med.  J.,  August  17,  p.  424. 

Use  and  abuse  of  advertising  in  medicine. 
Proc.  roy.  Soc.  Med.,  August  17,  p.  743. 

Distilled-deionised  water,  a  system  for 
preparing  and  distributing  large  volumes. 
Science,  August  17,  p.  277. 

4-Leucine-oxytocin  :  natriuretic,  diuretic,  and 
antivasopressin  polypeptide.  Science,  August 
17,  p.  280. 

Spray-congealed  formulations  of  sulphae- 
thylthiadiazole  (SETD)  and  waxes  for  pro- 
longed-release medication.  Effect  of  wax. 
J.   pharm.   Sci.,   August    17,   p.  1104. 

Tumor-inhibitory  activity  of  pyrrolizidine 
ALKALOIDS.  J.  pharm.  Sci.,  August,  17,  p. 
1112. 

Filling  pharmaceutical  aerosoles.  Drug  and 

cosm.  Ind.,  August  17,  p.  46. 
Antimicrobial  drugs   in  animal  feeds.  Vet. 

Rec,  August  10,  p.  143. 
Mass   enteric   live   adenovirus  vaccination 

ARD.  J.  Amer.  med.  A.ss.,  July  1,  p.  5. 
Ethacrynic  acid.  Effects  of.  J.  Amer.  med. 

Ass.,  July  I,  p.  11. 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  given  in  the  table  is  of  number  of  appearances  and  total  screen  time  in  seconds.  Thus  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser's  aanoancement  wfll,  during  the 
VKek  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  for  a  total  of  105  seconds. 


Period — September  1-7  " 

  a       -o     '.a       -s       -o  <*i 


PRODUCT  5°^  f2|  S  2 


Anadin   3/90     2/60     5/150    4/120    2/60     —  3/90  2/60     5/150    2/60     2/60     2/60  2/60  —  2/60 

Andrews  Uver  salts    3/45     3/45     3/45      3/45      3/45     3/90  3/45  2/60     3/45     4/60     2/60     2/30  4/60  —  3/45 

Askit  powders                                                               —        —        4/44     -                                                                 2/22  3/37  —  — 

Milk  of  Magnesia    3/21      3/21      3/21      3/21     4/28     3/21  3/21  4/28     3/21      3/45     3/21      4/28  3/21  4/60  3/21 

Horlicks   ______  j/30  _____  1/30  —  — 


I- 


